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Somerford Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 21 March 2022  

Present 

• Councillor Geoff Bell (Chairman) 
• Councillor Jeanette Hardman 
• Councillor Simon Hughes 
• Mr Carlton Evans – Clerk 
• Ward Councillor John Wray 

Declarations of Interest  

• Cllr Derbyshire for any Loachbrook discussions 
• Cllr Bell for the planning application 

Part 1 

Public Forum 

Two members of the public were present. As they had done at a previous meeting, they 
expressed their concern at dog walkers, in particular, who don’t have their dogs under 
control and who walk along their boundary fence which backs on to Rhead’s Meadows. They 
felt this was an invasion of their privacy and the dogs were provoking their own dog and 
causing a nuisance. The parishioner recounted a recent occasion when she felt verbally 
abused while in her garden by some dog walkers after she had asked them to keep their 
dogs under control and was very upset by the experience. This incident was not an isolated 
event she said. The parishioners wanted a fence erected to provide a 20m or so dog-free 
buffer zone at the back of their property, with a gate so that the public space could still be 
accessed but which would also protect the plants and trees there.   

Cllr Bell explained that the Council had been looking at this issue and there had been an 
increase in planting which would discourage walkers. He noted that the laurel hedge would 
provide privacy, but all this would take time to grow. Other ideas to manage the flooding by 
the perimeter were being considered and would also provide a form of barrier. But the 
Council had not agreed that a physical barrier/fence as proposed should be erected. 
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Apologies 
• Councillor Paul Crompton (travel problems) 
• Councillor Gwyneth Derbyshire (holiday) 
• Councillor Richard Crookes (prior engagement) 

25/22 Minutes  

The Council resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting on 21 February 2022 be 
agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.   

 
26/22 Accounts 
The account balance on 1 March 2022 was noted - £46,458.53  
 
The following Invoice was approved: 
 

• £130.00 – A G Dale for hedge cutting on Chelford Road and Blackfirs Lane 
 
The Council noted that it was difficult at present to get contractors to tender for work or 
complete works, and the Clerk was encouraged to chase them up more proactively.   
  
27/22 Rhead’s Meadows 
The Clerk reported on the recent pruning course run by CWT and noted that there were now 
a number of interested people who could help with the annual maintenance of the orchards. 
 
28/22 Report from Cheshire East Ward Councillor  
Cllr Wray gave an update on the CGR consultation process and the three meetings planned 
for April, including the full Council meeting on 27 April.  The Clerk and possibly the Chairman 
will attend the CGR sub-committee meeting on 4 April depending on the proposals which 
will issue in advance.  
 
29/22 Black Firs Nature Reserve 
The Clerk is still awaiting quotes from contractors and will chase them.  
 
30/22 Housing Developments 
Loachbrook – The situation on the estate regarding the drains appears to be deteriorating 
the longer that no remedial action is being taken. Cllr Hardman will arrange a meeting with 
Fiona Bruce MP to discuss next steps on the full range of unresolved issues, involving Cllrs 
Hardman, Derbyshire, Bell, and the Clerk. 
 
31/22 A536 Link Road 
The Chair reported on the recent meeting between the three parishes affected by the CLR. 
The police seem to be more visible around the road recently.  
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32/22 Street Name Proposals 
Cheshire East had invited proposals to name the roads at the new development at 
Somerford Gate. Chairman Bell suggested looking into other gate names.  
 
31/22 Future Meetings 
Possible venues for the Annual Parish meeting are proving hard to find. Davenport Chapel 
can be available on 19 or 20 April. Blackfirs Primary School is no longer available, but Astbury 
Village Hall is. The Council resolved to hold the meeting on Wednesday 20 April at Astbury 
Village Hall. A regular meeting of the Council will follow immediately after.  
 
32/22 Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
Paul Griffiths (Cheshire East) has promised a written response to our suggestions involving 
the link road bridge ideas. The Clerk will investigate the possibility/prices of a large tree with 
a circular bench to be put in Rhead’s Meadows. The possibility of a mural was still being 
considered, while the possibility of a beacon at the trigonometry point is not feasible. The 
Clerk will take forward the suggestion to have a banner added to the frame of the planned 
new parish noticeboard.  
 
33/22 Policies for Review 
The Council resolved to adopt the Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct and Standing 
Orders as they stand without amendment.   
 
34/22 Document Updates 
The Council reviewed the updated Training Log and Risk Register and resolved to accept 
them.   
 
35/22 Chairman and Members’ reports 
No reports.  
 
36/22 Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk reported that the SID repair would go ahead soon. The Clerk will take forward the 
Councillor Vacancy notice, advertising in the Newsletter and on the website. A Newsletter 
will be produced end April/early May and will inter alia report on the CGR proposals and a 
piece on usage of Rhead’s Meadows. Councillors will each produce a piece for the 
Newsletter.  
 
37/22 Planning Applications 
22/0829C – Outline application for single new dwelling and associated domestic garage. 
25 Chelford Road, Somerford, CW12 4QD   
 
Chairman Geoff Bell declared an interest and left the meeting. The Council discussed the 
application but since the meeting was no longer quorate no representations will be made to 
Cheshire East on the application.  
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The meeting ended at 2150 hrs 

 

 


