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Somerford Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting on 17 January 2022  

Present 

• Councillor Geoff Bell (Chairman) 
• Councillor Richard Crookes  
• Councillor Gwyneth Derbyshire 
• Mr Carlton Evans – Clerk 

Declarations of Interest  

Cllr Derbyshire for Loachbrook discussions.  

Part 1 

Public Forum 

Three members of the public were present to discuss what they felt was an invasion of their 
privacy as numerous dog walkers used the full perimeter of Rhead’s Meadows at their back 
garden fences, so creating an alternative path to the one intended which is further away 
from their properties. They were also concerned that many dog walkers do not clean up after 
their dogs. They suggested some sort of physical barrier as a deterrent and to protect the 
saplings that had been planted. Councillors said they would consider what could be done 
within reason in this regard including, assessing more accurately the extent of the problem 
and getting costings for any suitable solutions such as temporary and discrete fencing.  

Concerns were also raised about litter on Blackfirs Lane and speeding and weight limits on 
Chelford Road which were potentially dangerous. The Chairman said both issues were still 
being actively discussed with Bellway and Cheshire East Highways, but CE Highways were not 
receptive to these concerns. The Clerk will raise these speeding issues with the local PCSO 
and the Council will consider a litter picking day soon.  

Apologies 
Councillor Allan Power (work commitments) 
Councillor Paul Crompton (health matters) 
Councillor Jeanette Hardman (shielding) 
Councillor Simon Hughes (conflicting engagements) 
Ward Councillor John Wray (health matters) 

1/22 Minutes 

The Council resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting on 15 November 2021 be 
agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.   
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2/22 Accounts 
 
The following Invoices were approved: 
 

• £184.13 for Crewe Colour Printers for SoS campaign materials 
• £137.88 to Cllr Bell for Christmas Lights 

 
The Council noted the latest payment of £60 to TCS Management for ongoing payroll 
management.  
 
3/22 Planning Applications 
 
21/5897C - 8, Dalebrook Road, Somerford, CW12 4YD - single storey rear extension. 
The Council Resolved that it had no objection.  
 
21/6166C – Stoneycroft, Holmes Chapel Road, CW12 4SW - Rear First Floor extension as 
infill over an existing flat roofed ground floor structure between two rear facing gables. 
 
The Council Resolved that it had no objection.  
 
21/5749C – Cherry Blossom Cottage, Chelford Road, CW12 4RA - Construction of a 
residential annexe 
 
The Council Resolved that it had no objection.  
 
21/1153C - Outline planning permission for - 5No dwellings and associated garages. (All 
matters reserved) 
 
The Council Resolved that it had no objection.  
 
4/22 Rhead’s Meadows 
 
Long term weeding and maintenance plan – the Clerk and Cllr Bell will meet John Harding & 
Son for a site visit on Thursday 20 January. Cllrs Bell and Crookes will remove the tape and 
stakes where a dangerous tree has now been removed. Cllr Bell and the Clerk will meet 
Bellway to discuss a number of issues including maintenance and management of the 
northern hedge.    
 
5/22 Blackfirs Nature Reserve 
Fencing and the pathway clearance etc. – John Harding & Son were interested in tendering 
for this work also. Pond clearance – Chris Prest has not been in touch about starting the 
pond clearance, despite repeated approaches. The Clerk will check with Cheshire East 
whether this would affect the possible Section 106 funding if not done this financial year. The 
Himalayan balsam will need to be tackled again – to be discussed with John Harding on the  
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site visit. Cllr Bell will investigate the large tree branch that has fallen across the pathway. The 
meeting noted that the lease with CWT had now been signed.  
 
6/22 Housing Developments 
 
A meeting with Bellway has been scheduled for 1 February. The problem of sewage and the 
siting of the sewage and foul water sewers will be discussed with them as they have not yet 
responded to Cllr Bell’s email on this.  
 
Loachbrook – the developers have not been in touch to discuss the roads etc. since 
September. Cheshire East and United Utilities have still not agreed on the adoption of some 
roads at Bath Vale as well and Cllr Derbyshire has suggested a joint approach to Bovis on 
these common problems.   
 
7/22 Venues for Future Parish Council Meetings 
 
The Council noted the unsatisfactory facilities at the Biomass Room where Somerford Park 
Farm had proposed that future meetings should take place. The Council repeated that it 
would be reluctant to move meetings out of the Parish. The Clerk will continue to discuss 
alternative arrangements with SPF.  The Clerk also noted that the Council would need to 
decide a venue for the Annual Parish Meeting in April.  
 
8/22 Parish Website refresh 
 
The Council noted that Cllr Hardman had written a note on updating the website, which in 
short proposed that the Clerk and she would liaise on making improvements.  
 
9/22 Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
 
Cllr Derbyshire raised the question of whether the Parish should mark the occasion of the 
Jubilee in some way. Initial ideas include some sort of garden party; commissioning a 
professional mural for the underpass at Loachbrook; lighting a beacon to link up with 
Congleton and other such beacons; a large commemorative plaque on one of the road 
bridges in the parish; a series of banners strategically located; decorating/planting at one of 
the CLR roundabout on the Holmes Chapel Road that has the central reservation. The 
Council Resolved to return to this issue at its next meeting. Meanwhile the Clerk will 
investigate with Cheshire East/Congleton Town the possibility of decorating the roundabout. 
Cllr Derbyshire will discuss with Cllr Hardman sourcing idea on the Council’s Facebook page. 
Cllr Hughes will be asked to discuss whether a beacon is feasible with the landowners and 
the contractors farming the land where the standing stone is.   
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10/22 Report from Cheshire East Councillor  
 
No report due to Cllr Wray’s absence. 
 
11/22 Chairman and Members’ report 
 
The Clerk was asked to approach Scottish Power/Cheshire East about a power supply to the 
Christmas trees at the junction of Blackfirs and Chelford Road. 
 
 
12/22 Clerk’s Report 
 
The Clerk reported he had arranged for TWM to look at the SIDs device on Holmes Chapel 
Road on 1 February. He was still investigating replacement notice boards around the Parish. 
The Council noted the continuing problem of speeding cars and road accidents on the CLR – 
the Clerk will discuss this and the average speed cameras or other potential solutions with 
neighbouring parishes - Eaton and Hulme Walfield/Somerford Booths. He was awaiting a 
response from Bovis about dog bins on the Loachbrook estate and co-ordinating bin 
emptying with them etc. The Clerk is still investigating defibrillators but this could be more 
complicated as apparently the cabinets (not the AEDs themselves) need a power supply. He 
will continue to investigate and compare notes with Brereton Parish which has installed one 
at Somerford Park Farm. The Clerk was asked to contact Graham to remove the pieces of 
Heras fencing blocking the footpath (FP2) on the CLR roundabout.  
 
The meeting ended at 2130 hrs 

 

 


