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Somerford Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting on 15 November 2021  

Present 

Councillor Geoff Bell (Chairman) 

Councillor Paul Crompton (vice-Chairman) 

Councillor Richard Crookes (left at 2200 hrs) 

Councillor Simon Hughes 

Councillor Jeanette Hardman 

Councillor Gwyneth Derbyshire 

Councillor John Wray (arrived 2100 hrs).  

Mr Carlton Evans – Clerk 

Declarations of Interest  

• Chairman Geoff Bell for the discussion of planning application 21/5397C. 

Part 1 

Public Forum 

One member of the public was present to discuss the closure of the refuse and recycling 
centre in Congleton, without a local replacement. He felt Cheshire East was ignoring all 
requests to discuss the matter further and asked for the support of Somerford Parish Council 
in arguing for a suitable alternative which had not yet been identified by Cheshire East. All 
sides felt this move was already leading to an increase in the number of fly tipping incidents, 
and he asked Councillors to report any such instances through the Cheshire East website and 
encourage parishioners to do likewise. Councillors also noted that there had been some 
interruptions in bin collections due to the shortage of HGV drivers.  

Apologies 
Councillor Allan Power (work commitments) 
Councillors noted that there was no planned meeting for December, and Councillor Paul 
Crompton gave his apologies as he will miss the January 2022 meeting.  

135/21 Minutes 

Some Councillors reported that due to ongoing email problems they hadn’t received a copy 
of the minutes from the October meeting which the clerk had distributed by email on 27 
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October. After a resume by the Chairman the Council resolved that the minutes of the 
Council meeting on 13 October be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.   
 
136/21 Accounts 
 
The following receipts were noted: 
£0.82 – Lloyds Shares 
 
The following Invoices were Approved: 
£100.00 – TCS Payroll Management Fee 
£4,797.00 – Equator, works at Rhead’s Meadows 
£27.49 – copier paper for Clerk 
£179.99 – replacement for broken printer 
 
137/21 Planning Applications 
 
21/5397C – variation of condition 1 to planning application 20/3870C. Having declared an 
interest Chairman Geoff Bell left the room for discussion of this item. The meeting was 
chaired in his absence by Councillor Paul Crompton.  The Council resolved not to object.  
 
138/21 Budget and Precept for 2022/2023 
 
Chairman Geoff Bell resumed chairmanship of the meeting. The Council discussed the 
accounts to date and the proposed budget for 2022/2023. The Council resolved to agree to 
the proposed budget including the following presentational changes: 
 

• A contingency of £5,000 would be added 
• Expenditure should be project lead where possible and specific e.g., Rhead’s 

Meadows, Blackfirs, safety measures etc. 
• The RSPB budget line should be reduced for work at Rhead’s Meadows especially as 

other sources of funding for tree whips etc. were being explored  
• Legal fees and contractor fees should be added to the projects they relate to 
• The budget line for fixed assets would be removed as none could be sold and the 

value realised and, if necessary, the items added in the budget as discrete lines 
• The reserves item would be eliminated, and the earmarked funds allocated to the 

specific budget lines they referred to 
• A sum for donations to e.g., the Chapel or other local causes should be added 

(£1,000) 
 
With these changes the Council resolved to approve the attached budget. The Council 
further resolved to agree to request a precept of £40,000 for 2022/2023, no increase on 
21/22 and which would mean a reduction in the cost per household.  
 
The Clerk will circulate an updated budget for 22/23 nearer the beginning of the next FY 
when a more accurate assessment of the Opening Balance and costs to date will be available.  
 
139/21 Community Governance Review 
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Councillors discussed the draft response to the Cheshire East proposals. It was deliberately 
long and detailed as that was the type of response that the proposals warranted. An 
Executive Summary had been added as a complement. Final figures for parishioner 
responses and petition signatures would be added before the response was sent.  
 
There had been very many responses sent primarily though the website but also in hard 
copy. Many of the residents in new housing developments were supportive of remaining 
distinct from Congleton, not just the older properties.  
 
Councillor Crompton reminded the meeting that the Neighbourhood Plan supported the 
Parish Council’s actions. An explicit aim of the Plan under the section on ‘Vision, Aims and 
Objectives’ is:  
 
To retain the rural character of Somerford by preserving our attractive landscape, environment 
and green spaces and ensuring the Parish remains distinct and separate from Congleton. 
 
As such, Cheshire East should be supportive of residents’ views rejecting a merger, but 
instead their proposals had led to some mistrust in their motives. Councillors noted the 
deadline for responses and agreed to continue their efforts to garner support over the 
coming days.  
 
140/21 Rhead’s Meadows 
 
Councillors noted the extensive landscaping, turfing and planting work that had been carried 
out at Rhead’s Meadows which would need to be reviewed in the Spring. Grass cutting in 
future would be infrequent to encourage insects, pollinators, and other wildlife. The intention 
was not to have a finely manicured park but a rewilded area for the community.  
 
The Clerk noted that he still had not received responses from Equator or John Harding about 
a longer-term maintenance plan. Meantime Councillor Richard Crookes was happy to 
continue mowing etc. around the stone by the entrance. Councillors noted that some trees 
had failed, and some wildflowers had not taken as well as hoped.  
 
The new bench that had been donated was being treated and would be installed as soon as 
possible. The possibility of installing information boards was still being considered and 
would be done in due course, though it was not a priority especially given pre-Christmas 
delays in contracting works.  
 
Councillors discussed the dog bins at Rhead’s Meadows and elsewhere in the parish. Some 
were naturally being used more than others and would need more frequent emptying. Bovis 
are emptying those on the Loachbrook estate, as do Congleton Town Council. They might 
instead need to empty those on Blackfirs and DWH more frequently. The Council resolved to 
continue to fund the emptying of the bins not covered by others, and the Clerk will 
investigate further the schedules etc.  
 
141/21 Blackfirs Nature Reserve 
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Councillors discussed the lease from Cheshire Wildlife Trust and the Parish Council’s own 
legal costs associated with the contract etc. These were higher than originally anticipated but 
still reasonable. The Council resolved to accept and pay these additional costs.  
 
There was however a difference of opinion with CWT on the Heads of Terms and who should 
pay how much in total. The Parish Council position was that we were liable for half the total 
costs up to a maximum of £1000, and that CWT should pay anything on top of that. CWT’s 
position however is that we are liable for half their costs. So, in effect we were being asked to 
finance all our own costs plus half of CWT’s. The Council resolved that we should instruct 
our solicitor to approach CWT solicitors one last time to try to get them to share the costs 
more equitably. However, if our solicitors made no progress the Council resolved to pay both 
our own costs and the necessary proportion of CWT’s.   
 
142/21 New Housing Developments 
 
Chairman Bell noted that a meeting with Bellway had been arranged for 26 November. The 
agenda will include complaints that the permitted hour of working/noise generation were 
not being respected; continued parking of lorries on the grass verges; and mud from the site 
being transferred to the roadways by their vehicles exiting the site. Councillors discussed the 
original intention to build a local school nearby, noting the pressures on school places given 
the influx of residents but also noted that such plans are not being actively progressed.  
 
143/21 New draft Code of Conduct 
 
The Clerk and Councillor Crompton reported that the consultation on a draft of a new Code 
of Conduct was nearing its conclusion. Since there didn’t appear to be anything substantively 
different in this new version, the Council resolved not to submit any comments on it.  
 
144/21 Replacement of Parish Notice Boards 
 
Having compared prices and specifications from different suppliers the Council resolved that 
the Clerk should proceed with the purchase and installation of a larger notice board to 
replace the one at the top of Chelford Road. The preference was for an aluminium notice 
board as this would be both more durable and recyclable.  The Council also discussed the 
provision of one or more defibrillators in the Parish, noting that ideally it would be placed 
where there is a greater concentration of people. The priority was to have a defibrillator at 
the new notice board and then consider other venues as part of a rolling programme. For 
the future the Clerk will discuss with Bovis getting one installed on or near the Loachbrook 
estate and the possibility of one at the junction of the A54 and Blackfirs Lane.   
 
145/21 Venues for Future Parish Council Meetings 
 
Councillors and the Clerk will continue to investigate alternatives to using Somerford Park 
Farm, noting that a new venue would not be needed until the February meeting. Their initial 
preference was to use Black Firs Primary School as it was so close to the Parish boundary, 
followed by Astbury Village Hall. It will be discussed further in January.  
 
146/21 Parish Website refresh 
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The Council discussed updating the website which had become out of date in places. The 
question was raised as to whether individual Councillors should take responsibility for the 
content of different sections of the site. Councillors agreed to look at the sections again and 
discuss the matter further in January.   
 
147/21 Report from Cheshire East Councillor  
 
Councillor Wray noted that Cheshire East would be reviewing their planning application 
process, which was currently cumbersome and slow, noting that they could also improve 
communication with applicants. A local resident off the Holmes Chapel Road is continuing to 
try to gather signatures for a petition to lower the speed limit through the village on the A54 
which will impact Somerford.  
 
148/21 Chairman and Members’ report 
 
The discussion on GDPR requirements was postponed til a future date. Councillor Hardman 
offered to email the Council with her thoughts and recommendations.  
 
149/21 Clerk’s Report 
 
The Clerk updated the Council on the pilot programme to share costs with the police of 
installing average speed cameras on the CLR. The pilot scheme was already over-subscribed, 
but the Clerk had written to ChALC expressing interest in any subsequent roll-out of the 
scheme, and they will put Somerford on a priority list. The Chairman said that neighbouring 
Parishes were also interested, and the Clerk will discuss further with them a joint bid and 
potentially joint funding. The Clerk had reported the graffiti on the CLR underpass to the 
police and was awaiting a substantive response. He will follow up in due course. The Council 
discussed whether to paint over the graffiti themselves but recognised that this ‘blank 
canvas’ might just encourage others. The Clerk has been in touch with contractors about the 
Speed Indicator Device on the Holmes Chapel Road. Councillor Hughes will assess it first and 
the Council resolved that the Clerk should then contract the company to service the device 
(cost approximately £250).   
 
The meeting ended at 2220 hrs 

 

 


