
1 | P a g e  
 

 

 

Somerford Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting on 18 October 2021  

Present 

Councillor Geoff Bell (Chairman) 

Councillor Paul Crompton (vice-Chairman) 

Councillor Simon Hughes 

Councillor Gwyneth Derbyshire 

Councillor John Wray 

Mr Carlton Evans – Clerk 

 

Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Derbyshire for any Loachbrook Estate discussion.  

Part 1 

Public Forum 

One member of the public was present to discuss the Community Governance Review and 
the response of the Parish Council. In his experience the Parish Council had performed well 
in promoting the interest of residents.  

Apologies 
Councillor Allan Power (work commitments) 
Councillor Richard Crookes (travel) 
Councillor Jeanette Hardman (illness) 

122/21 Minutes 

The Council resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting on 20 September be agreed 
and signed as a true and accurate record.  The Council also resolved that the minutes of the 
meeting on 16 August as amended be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.  
 
The Council had noted in the September minutes that the Speed Indicator Device on Holmes 
Chapel Road was defective and the Clerk will continue to investigate with the suppliers to get 
it fixed.  
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123/21 Accounts 
 
The following receipts were noted: 
£20,000 – precept 
 
Previously Authorised Expenditure Noted: 
£30.00 – ChALC Data Protection (Cllr Hardman) 
£25.00 – ChALC Meetings and Procedures (Clerk) 
£30.00 – ChALC Social Media (Cllr Hardman) 
£30.00 – ChALC Finance (Clerk) 
 
The following Invoices were Approved: 
£47.94 – for a plaque on the donated bench at Rhead’s Meadows (paid for by the donation 
already received for the bench). The Council resolved that any additional costs of installation 
etc. would be covered by the Council.  
£178.00 - Clerk’s SLCC membership (to be shared with Astbury Parish Council) 
£360.00 – external audit fee 
 
The current account balance as of 18 October was: £62,333.26 
 
Other items of possible future expenditure were discussed: two of the Parish Notice Boards 
were in a state of disrepair and would need replacing. The Council resolved that the Clerk 
should investigate options and replacement costs, likely to be in the region of £2,000 each. 
The Council also resolved that the Clerk should investigate the possibility of installing 
additional defibrillators at the Notice Boards or elsewhere in the Parish. The Council further 
resolved that the Clerk should investigate whether a power source could be put in to light 
the Christmas trees at the junction of Chelford Road and Black Firs Lane.  
 
124/21 Planning Applications 
 
21/4907C – the Council resolved that they had no objection.  
 
21/5045C – the Council resolved that they had no objection but wanted to enquire 
how/whether the trees that were to be lost could be replaced.   
 
21/4513C - the Council resolved that they had no objection but noted the loss of garden 
space.   
 
125/21 Community Governance Review 
 
The Council noted that the Cheshire East consultation was opaque, hence the decision to run 
its own information process and to gather signatures for a petition. They reiterated their view 
that, under the umbrella of Congleton Town, Somerford residents were likely to pay a higher 
precept. Also, at present every penny raised from Somerford is spent in the Parish. This 
would almost certainly not be the case under Congleton Town. Cllr Hughes will be helping 
produce window stickers and banners against the CE proposals. Once residents had been 
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informed of the proposals and signatures collected, the Parish Council would need to put in 
its own response, referring to the residents’ views. The next elements of the campaign would 
target those properties on the Holmes Chapel Road that identify themselves as Somerford 
but are in Brereton; and those homes on the Turnstone Grange, Miller Homes development. 
The Council resolved to allocate a budget of £2,000 for the full campaign materials and will 
revisit this if the costs varied significantly.  
 
126/21 Rhead’s Meadows 
 
At the recent site visit Councillors discussed the need for a longer-term maintenance plan. 
The Council resolved that the Clerk should continue to try to set up a meeting with potential 
contractors but felt that getting the 3 metre strip turfed either side of the path in the north 
meadow would be difficult before the Spring.  
 
127/21 Black Firs Nature Reserve 
 
The Council had already set aside £10,000 over 2 years for works and discussed future 
priorities. The Council resolved to mow the verges themselves and resolved to take 
measurements for a more accurate plan and seek quotes for: 
 

• Fencing across the front – chestnut paling  
• 2 new (accessible) gates 
• Stoning the footpath between the two gates 
• Extending the pathway up to the edge of the road – in discussion with Cheshire East 

as this crosses the verge which is their responsibility 
• A disclaimer sign for the entrance plus additional signage inside 
• Removing the kissing gate and reinstating a 5-bar gate to allow maintenance access 
• Signage specifying that the site is managed by the Council.   

 
128/21 New Housing Developments 
 
Councillors noted that there had been problems of lorry drivers parking along the roadside 
by the Bellway site. Chairman Bell suggested adding this to the agenda of the meeting the 
Clerk is arranging with Bellway.   
 
Loachbrook – Cllr Derbyshire noted that Matthews and Leigh had been working on site for a 
few weeks. Bovis had stated that they were also hoping to complete the tarmac and raised 
ironwork soon, and further meetings with them had been promised. Councillors discussed 
whether Bovis could provide an additional spur of pathway between the ‘long barrow’ and 
Loachbrook, and this might be a topic for a future discussion once a management company 
to take over the running of the completed site has been chosen.  
 
Cllr Crompton offered to make contact with Anwyl to discuss ongoing problems around their 
site, such as the fencing which restricts the public open space, cycle paths etc.  
 
129/21 Policies for review – Adult Safeguarding Policy, Child Safeguarding Policy 
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The Council resolved not to develop new versions of these policies as the models provided 
were neither usable nor appropriate for Somerford’s role or needs.   
 
130/21 Business Plan Refresh 
 
The Council resolved to provisionally approve the Business Plan as recently amended and 
post it on the Council website.  The Clerk will review the Neighbourhood Plan before 
advising the Council on when to consider revisions/updates to it.  
 
131/21 New Code of Conduct 
 
Cllr Paul Crompton and the Clerk will review the Cheshire East proposals but on the face of it 
they don’t appear objectionable.  
 
132/21 Report from Cheshire East 
 
Nothing further to report that hadn’t been discussed already. A resident of Brereton might 
be collecting signatures on doorsteps for a petition to reduce the speed limit through 
Somerford Village to 30mph.  
 
133/21 Chairman and Members’ Report 
 
Cllr Derbyshire raised the lack of access to social infrastructure within the Parish now the 
population has increased so dramatically, such as schools, public transport etc. The 
expansion has put additional strain on facilities in neighbouring parishes, thus exacerbating 
the problem. Despite these concerns there doesn’t seem to be an obvious solution. 
 
Discussion on GDPR requirements was postponed until the November meeting.  
 
134/21 Clerk’s Report 
 
The Clerk noted that the November meeting would have to discuss and decide budgets and 
precepts for FY 22/23. The Council resolved that the Clerk should replace the faulty Parish 
printer, splitting the cost with Astbury Parish. The cost would likely be around £200. The 
Council resolved to explore further the installation of an average speed camera on the CLR. 
The Clerk will also investigate potential venues for future Parish Council meetings given the 
current inadequate facilities at Somerford Park Farm and put forward options at the next 
meeting. The Council resolved not to hold a council meeting in December.   
 
The meeting ended at 2205 hrs 

 

 


