
Notes from meeting on 12TH APRIL 2021 

Congleton Link Road – GRAHAM 

Held via video conference @ 12PM  

Present – Cllr G Bell (representing Somerford), Cllr S Hughes, Mrs J Mason – 
Clerk, and Mr Dan Cawthra Stakeholder & Communications Officer for GRAHAM.  

Apologies – Nil 

Back Lane West/Somerford Lane 
GB understands that it is proposed not to open this road to motorised traffic for a few more weeks 
whilst various works continue regarding footpaths and accesses. 
It will however open to pedestrians/cyclists/equestrians from Friday next, the 16th of April.  
This raised questions as to the road between the “dumb-bell” roundabouts and thus access between 
the CLR and Back Lane toward Radnor Park Trading Estate.  
GB notes please bear in mind that Blackfirs Lane will be subject to a road closure for 4 weeks, and  
understands to enable utility works for the Bellway site, and it would be helpful if some co-
ordination could be considered.  
 
The time(s) of opening on Friday 16th 
We understand that the whole road will be open from 5 p.m. but that various sections would open 
before that time on Friday to try to ensure there was no “crowding” at the various access points.  
Again, we look forward to clarification of arrangements.  
 
The footpath along Holmes Chapel Road, adjacent to the Loachbrook bridge and the new access 
road at Congleton Lodge 
We understand that this issue is being addressed at present and that provision will be made.  

(i) For the route under the bridge to be accessible to all, the steps being something on an 
irrelevance; and 

(ii) For a safe pedestrian route from Holmes Chapel Road, past the Lodge, along the lane to 
the chapel 

and you will let us have a copy of the proposed layout plan. 
 
Parish Boundary signs  
You were unsure what had happened to the original sign removed from Sandy Lane and also what 
signs were to be placed on the CLR itself. You were to make enquiries and get back to us. 
 
Kissing Gates 
It has been agreed that kissing gates on the various footpath routes, including at each end of Sandy 
Lane and at the Back Lane/Somerford Lane roundabout, are inappropriate and will be changed to 
full access gates, i.e. catering for pedestrians/cyclists/equestrians. The specific design is currently 
still being worked on. I would welcome a consultation for the PC prior to final agreement.  
 
Sandy Lane 



Clearly this route, which will open for non-motorised traffic at some time on Friday p.m., has been 
used extensively during the construction phase. The state of the road surface is uncertain, and it has 
lost much of its natural vegetation as well as very many daffodil bulbs planted over the years. There 
has also been a considerable accumulation of debris during the build. You were to consider these 
issues and get back to us.  
 
Access tracks to the west of the Chelford Road Overbridge, north and south of the bridge 
We raised the question of perimeter fencing along these tracks, between the tracks and the CLR, and 
gates as some agreed point on the tracks to prevent unauthorised access from Chelford Road.  
I suggested a site meeting with Phil Owen to discuss these and other issues regarding services.  
 
Old Back Lane 
You informed us that you had received instructions to construct a turning circle at the stopped off 
end of Back Lane and it was also proposed to erect a new street sign. We suggested that this short 
length of road should now be designated as “Old Back Lane” Somerford to distinguish it from Back 
Lane, Congleton.  
This to be discussed further.  
 
Litter 
It is apparent that there is substantial amount of litter/debris along the length of the new roads and 
you indicated that this would be addressed prior to opening.  
 
Continuation of contact 
You indicated that there were still substantial amounts of works to be carried out following the 
opening of the road on Friday, including items mentioned above, as well as landscaping and other 
projects elsewhere on the route, and therefore you would be remaining as our point of contact for 
the next few months.   
 

Meeting closed at 1pm    

 

 


