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RHEAD’S MEADOW  
 
As we progress this long-term project, it is pleasing to see more people walking the newly 
constructed paths of the Rhead’s Meadows Nature Park and enjoying the green open space. There is 
much to do in the coming months which will move the project along to the next stage.  
 
July-August: Over the next few weeks the grass will be mown by a local farmer and taken as hay. 
This will ensure that nutrients in the mown grass are not returned to the soil. The first step therefore 
was to remove the ragwort which is poisonous to grazing animals and therefore must be excluded 
from hay. We will then be ready for deep ploughing (soil inversion) of two areas as the first step in 
preparing our wildflower and grass meadows. Having been farmed for many years, the soil is quite 
nutrient rich and somewhat unusual in that it is high in phosphorus but exceptionally low in 
potassium. Nutrient rich soil is not ideal for wildflowers since they must compete with stronger, 
bigger plants like thistle and dock and inevitably lose out. Wildflowers can flourish on a nutrient poor 
soil and thus we deep plough to mix the topsoil with sub-soil and thus reduce its fertility.  The 
ground will then be prepared for seeding which will take place thereafter. We will also be sowing 
grass seeds on the path borders and the mound.  
Once the large machinery has completed preparation of the seed beds, we will be able to cover the 
stoned maintenance compound area behind the gate with soil and sow grass seed over it to green 
that area.  
 
September – December: The wildflower and grass meadows having been sown, we will next turn 
our attention to tree, hedge, and bulb planting. The hedge planted late spring by the side of the 



tarmac track did suffer some losses with the extremely hot, dry weather during April but recovered 
well and has flourished recently with the warm, wet weather. We will look to replace plants where 
necessary and continue the planting around what will become the cycle track bordering the farm. 
We also look forward to receiving an initial delivery of about 500 trees from the Woodland Trust 
which will be planted in various locations around the site and supplement these with larger 
specimen trees. We will be talking to our neighbours on Blackfirs Lane about the planting at the rear 
of their gardens.  
 
We have ordered gates for installation at the two entrances to the Park, but these have been 
severely delayed due to the lockdown and will not be ready for installation until November at the 
earliest.  
 
If you see machinery working in the Park during the next few months, please take extra care and 
keep well away. The Park may be closed during machinery operating periods.  
 
If you are able and willing to offer assistance with this major project, please contact Julie Mason at 
jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com 
  
CLLR G BELL – CHAIRMAN  
 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW COUNCILLOR 
 

 
 
We had three strong applicants for the Parish Councillor vacancy, and we are incredibly pleased to 
welcome Cllr Jeanette Hardman. She moved to Somerford in 2016 after many years living overseas. 
Jeanette’s background is 21 years in Local Government Finance having worked for Cheshire County 
Treasury and Stockport LEA. During her time at Stockport LEA a lot of changes took place as Local 
Management of Schools was introduced.  Specialising in Change Management and with life 
experiences she hopes to bring a similar approach to the work of the Parish Council as changes are 
faced as the population of Somerford continues to grow.  
 
 
BLACKFIRS NATURE RESERVE  
 
Since writing for the Annual Parish Newsletter - Blackfirs Wood Nature Reserve has now dried out 
and generally is looking very lush with head high bracken. The warm spell earlier in the year left the 
ponds empty - north west one just a puddle and central completely dry. Thankfully now they both 
have a reasonable amount of water again for the time of year. These extremes have left their mark 



on the wood in the north west corner where quite several trees have died, and no vegetation has yet 
re grown. The wood has been heavily used in the lockdown period as the well-worn paths showed - 
some paths have been completely overgrown in recent weeks and almost impassable. The main 
access paths have now been cut back to allow easy access along all the designated routes. 
 
There are a couple of ongoing issues. The first one being a group of youths accessing neighbouring 
land and rundown agricultural buildings via the wood - this has led to the boundary fence being 
somewhat compromised (flattened) at that point. SPC is in the process of confirming who the 
current landowner is so they can be advised of the trespass and potential damage to the site. The 
local PCSO is aware and has visited the area, they plan to make periodic checks going forward. The 
second issue is the breached and cut boundary fence between the wood and the DWH/Barrett site - 
this still has not been reinstated despite numerous requests to DWH/Barrett. 
 
Finally, SPC are still planning to take on the day to day management of the Blackfirs Wood Nature 
Reserve from Cheshire Wildlife Trust with a 99-year lease - we are awaiting the legal documents to 
be drawn up and agreed by both parties. 
 
CLLR R CROOKES  
 
BLACKFIRS PARK AND SOMERFORD REACH ESTATES   
The David Wilson (Blackfirs Park) & Barratt (Somerford Reach) developments are slowly filling up 
with the former possibly approaching 80%, around 100 families now live here.  The resident‘s 
Facebook page is a lively forum and with its mix of lost cats, anyone know a good tradesman and 
examples of what people have done with their gardens it is helping to gel us together whilst the 
Parish Council updates are linking everyone to the wider Somerford Parish.  The installation of the 
new dog bins has been well received as have the improvements to the surface on Blackfirs Lane – 
but obviously and end to end totally re-surfacing for the later would have been better received.  The 
residents are looking forward to the completion of Rhead’s Meadow along with the Parish Council’s 
plans for Blackfirs Nature Reserve.  Current hot topics are the activity around the old livestock sheds 
behind the Blackfirs Nature Reserve and the need for footpath on Blackfirs Lane.       

CLLR A POWER 

LOACHBROOK ESTATE 
The Loachbrook estate is nearly six years old and sadly not completed, despite establishing a 
Residents Action Group and a petition and meetings with Fiona Bruce MP.  The issues we still are 
fighting to resolve are below. We have a meeting scheduled with the Directors from Bovis on 29th 
July to hopefully get some answers and some actions taken to move the situation to a conclusion.  
Main Concerns of Residents 
Landscaping 
Lack of planting in accordance with the plans – orchard trees on main field, trees around the pond 
and a few around the estate still missing. Dead trees not replaced. Loose fence posts. No seating 
provided near the pond area. 
Playpark 
Poor drainage – often waterlogged/muddy. Bins not being emptied by Contractors. A resident is 
doing this and providing bin bags at their own expense. Have safety inspections been put in place.  
Bollards and Grass Verges 
Temporary bollards not removed, and a bollard not installed on Hornbeam Walk although a resident 
has offered to provide one. Some of the black bollards have been knocked and need 
repairs/repainting. The grass verge near the flats at the front of the estate is being damaged daily.  



We have areas of pavements with wooden posts at the grass edge, were grassed over. Cars now 
parking on the grass. The wooden posts need to be moved to the new grass edge. 
Parking and Zebra Crossing 
Insufficient parking space provided for numbers of vehicles on an estate of 200 dwellings. Cars 
having to park on pavements. Area at the front of the estate often congested due to road layout. 
Grass verges are being damaged daily. 
The crossing needs a drop curb at the side near the flats as at present it leads you onto the grass. 
Management Company 
All residents need to receive full details of the Company and copies of the accounts. Full details of 
the fees including admin and tax amounts. 
Residents need to be informed of who owns the land and who is responsible for the different areas 
of the estate. E.g. Management Company, Housing Associations, private road etc. 
There has been little information provided for residents considering this is a company that Bovis has 
arranged for us all. We would also like to know if Vistry Homes has an interest in the management 
company. It is unfair to residents that information not has not been provided willingly. To leave 
residents for so long not knowing full details of a development we all have an interest in and will be 
paying towards is extremely poor customer care. 
It is appreciated that people have a certain amount of information in their sales/rental packs but not 
everyone is comfortable reading legal documents. 
A simple guide/full information would help all. Vistry Homes state communication with customers as 
something they are proud of, yet they are failing 200 owners/renters at present. 
Off Site Matters 
The footpath on the A54 is not finished and the landscaping of the area by the notice board on the 
A54 / Black firs lane junction also has not been done.   
The completion of the bridleway to Sandy lane and the wooden arch at the front of the estate. 
 
The Parish Council and the residents Facebook page will keep everyone updated of actions agreed 
on the 29th July.  
 
CLLR J HARDMAN & Cllr G DERBYSHIRE  
 
CONGLETON LINK ROAD  
For details of all road closures or to keep up-to-date with the project, please visit: 
www.graham.co.uk/congleton-link-road 

The Parish Council still hold regular meetings with Mr D Cawthra from Graham as we are still being 
impacted by the roads construction which has now had a delayed opening date of late 2020. We 
have traffic controls on the A534 Sandbach Road and imminent closure for a short period, the 
closure of Sandy Lane and works on the Loach brook bridge. The constant traffic movements along 
Chelford Road moving tonnes of spoil plus all the additional works traffic plus the closure of Back 
Lane.  
Hopefully, the works on Chelford Road will be completed soon and we constantly fight for the 
opening of the mainline one A534 to A54.  
 
 
 

PLEASE REGISTER ON OUR WEBSITE ; www.SomerfordParishCouncil.co.uk 
  


