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The activity in Somerford continues apace and there is
no sign of any let up. There are so many projects on the
go in the parish that it is difficult to keep abreast of them
all. Undoubtedly, the largest and most costly is the 
Congleton Link Road (CLR). The work continues to 
impose itself on our daily lives, the closure of Sandy
Lane possibly the most impactful followed closely by 
the works on Holmes Chapel Road and Chelford Road.
The work has been promised for completion by “late
2020” but I understand that a wag on the construction
team has proposed that the signs be changed by the 
removal of “2020” so they just read “Opening late…”!
Cheshire East have now given notice to apply for a 
permanent closure of Sandy Lane which the parish
council will consider opposing at our next meeting (16th
March) unless and until the CLR section from Sandbach
Road to Holmes Chapel Road is completed and open 
to traffic.

We have also seen in the last few days the temporary
closure of Radnor Bridge due to the increasing pace of
the erosion of the upstream bank on the Somerford
Booths side. Cheshire East Highways have placed some
54 x 4 tonne stone-filled mesh bags, known as Rockbags,
in the river and up the bank as a temporary measure
whilst investigations are carried out on a possible 
long-term solution. Interestingly, the bags had to be
brought over from Belfast – this being the nearest and
most cost effective source. As a safety measure, the 
traffic lights imposing a one-way system will continue 
for the time being. 

House-building in Somerford continues – not without 
its problems. Blackfirs Lane is still “road-cone central”
and we expect the work on the new Bellway estate to
commence imminently, once the layout can be agreed
with the planners. There are still a number of issues 
outstanding with the now built-out Bovis (Vistry Group)
Loachbrook Estate but we will be supporting local 
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residents in a long-awaited meeting with the builders
shortly to discuss the outstanding works. Tribute to 
local MP Fiona Bruce for her interventions and mentions
in the House.  

Things are happening very quickly with Rhead’s Meadows
Community Nature Reserve since we took ownership 
of the site on the 20th December last. We already have
the fence erected, courtesy of GRAHAM; Sibelco are
planting the hedge for us; Ashbrooks, who have provided
machinery at no cost, are well on with the creation of a
pathway system. Much more about this elsewhere. 

We are working closely with Cheshire Wildlife Trust not
only on the Rhead’s Meadow project but also as regards
their small reserve of Blackfirs Wood. They have found it
increasingly difficult to devote the resources needed to
this site given their substantial commitments elsewhere
and have agreed to the parish council taking over the
site on a 99 year lease. We would hope to run the two
projects in tandem. 

I mentioned in my 2019 Newsletter the proposed 
Community Governance Review which is now well
under way. I have written in detail about it elsewhere in
this Newsletter but make no apology for mentioning it
again here. If Somerford is to continue as a parish in 
its own right, serving its parishioners to the best of its
council’s ability, we do need the support of you, our 
residents. Undoubtedly you will hear more in the coming
months but please do engage with the Review, whatever
your standpoint.  

My thanks to fellow councillors for their time and 
commitment to the parish. Please do make some time 
to attend our parish council meetings in the coming
months, you will be made most welcome.

Geoff Bell
Chairman, Somerford Parish Council



Councillor Gwyneth Derbyshire and myself would like to
take this opportunity to update residents regarding the
current situation with Vistry Homes (currently trading as
Bovis Homes) regarding all the outstanding works still
required to complete the development.

Residents have been frustrated as the site is still 
unfinished and residents are being ignored. A petition
was held in September 2019 and 116 signatures were
obtained. This was sent to the Regional Managing 
Director and received on 1st October 2019. No response
has ever been received.

The Residents Group met with Fiona Bruce MP to see 
if she could help, the petition was presented to the
House of commons on 5th November 2019. It was
hoped the developers would realise how concerned 
residents were with the slow progress and take action 
to complete the development, as had been promised 
in 2018 and 2019. As no further progress had been
made by January 2020, once more the Residents 
Group met with Fiona Bruce MP. Wishing to support 
us once more, a speech was made to the House of
Commons on 13th February 2020.

There is currently a dispute between Vistry Group and
United Utilities regarding the pipework used for the drains
and until this is solved the roads cannot be finished and
adopted, however, most of the outstanding works have
no relation to the roads issue and should have been 
finished as promised. The site appeared to have been
abandoned and the developers had moved on.

Representatives from Vistry Homes finally met with a
member of the Residents Group on 26th February 2020.
Although they have said there was a communication fail
from October 2019, they are not willing to write to all
households, but it was agreed that communications will
now be made through the Residents Group. 

Updates will be made via the Parish Council and the
Loachbrook Meadow Residents Group on Facebook.
For residents who do not use social media or would
rather use an email address, one has now been set up.
Please use the email address
loachbrookmeadow@gmail.com if you have any 
issues you would like to raise. 

There will soon be an on-site meeting with the Residents
Group and Vistry Homes. It is hoped all the concerns 
regarding the site can be discussed and a realistic
schedule of works can be agreed. 

At the time of writing this article, work has been 
underway regarding landscaping and clearing up the
development.

With the continuing support of Fiona Bruce MP, 
Somerford Parish Council and the Residents Group, 
it is hoped residents can soon enjoy all that was 
promised in 2014.

To receive updates please send an email with the h
eading ‘Subscribe’ to loachbrookmeadow@gmail.com

Jeanette Hardman
Loachbrook Meadow Residents Group

The Covid-19 (coronavirus) infection has been declared
a public health emergency of international concern by
the World Health Organisation.

Somerford Parish Council, its councillors and staff will
endeavour to follow best practice and procedure as 
advised by government departments in respect of the
current outbreak.

It may be that this will include having to delay or 
suspend parish council meetings and in particular the
Annual Parish Meeting scheduled for Monday the 27th
April 2020.

We will try to give as much notice as possible of any 
decisions taken in respect of these meetings and would
ask parishioners to watch for announcements made on
our website and the parish council public noticeboards.

Please do not travel to attend these meetings unless
and until you have confirmed that they are intended to
proceed.

NOTICE ABOUT THE COVID-19 INFECTION

Stay at home for 7 days if you have either:

· a high temperature

· a new continuous cough

This will help to protect others in your
community while you are infectious.

Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or
hospital.

You do not need to contact NHS 111 to tell
them you’re staying at home.

We will not be testing people who are 
self-isolating with mild symptoms.

What to do if you
have symptoms

LOACHBROOK MEADOW
DEVELOPMENT



ALL SERVICES AT 2.30PM

• Easter Sunday 12th April : Holy Communion

• 3rd May : Evensong

• 7th June : Evensong

• 5th July : Evensong

• 2nd August : Evensong

• 6th September : Evensong

• 27th September : Harvest Festival

• 13th December : Christmas Carol Service

If you would like to support us in keeping the
Chapel open please help us by joining the Chapel
Lottery. It costs just £12 per year with four draws

per year and four prizes in each draw. 

Contact Ken or Kath Wainwright for further details:
01260 273397 or 

kathwainwright@btinternet.com
Please register on our website for all our updates
www.somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk

SOMERFORD
CHAPEL SERVICES

Happy Birthday
Marie Lycett!

On 26th February Marie was
103 years old!

CONGRATULATIONS 
from

Somerford Parish Council

As all residents of Somerford will now know, our once
quiet parish is being carved up for the Congleton Link
Road. Many of us who live adjacent to the route are now
immune to the constant noise, rumblings and vibrations
brought about by the work and are willing the road to be
completed. 

The Sandy Lane closure, which has brought much 
disruption to the parish, will be in operation until the first
leg of the CLR opens between Sandbach Road (A534)
and the Holmes Chapel Road (A54), in late 2020, however,
the lane will open to cyclists and pedestrians from Easter
2020.

The next leg north of the A54, bridging Loachbrook and
out through open fields, is also progressing with earthworks
and landscaping mitigation taking place ahead of the road
being laid. 

The most significant part of the CLR through Somerford is
the Chelford Road underpass, which is progressing well. 

With a section of Chelford Road being diverted via a 
temporary 2-way carriageway for nearly nine months now,
traffic is due to start using the new Chelford Road bridge
from early May 2020. Earthworks and 316 metres of sheet
piling will then commence to excavate down the road level
to underpass the structure.

The original completion date for the new road to open was
late 2020. However, due to unforeseen and persistent wet
weather hampering progress, this may alter.

More information on the construction of the Congleton
Link Road can be found at www.graham.co.uk and 
questions can be answered by the ever helpful
Daniel.cawthra@graham.co.uk

Councillor Simon Hughes

CONGLETON
LINK ROAD (CLR)



BLACKFIRS WOOD NATURE RESERVE

Probably the biggest challenge has been the weather
which has since last October led to a significant portion
of the pathway (approximately 30m) being flooded – 
the pictures below are of the north west section of path
and the pond located just beyond. 

Blackfirs Wood, after another year of significant change
within the parish, continues to thrive despite various 
ongoing challenges.

This has led to Cheshire Wildlife Trust (CWT) creating a
new path to avoid the flooding – which in places is as
deep as 20cm. Much of the woodland area adjacent to
the path has also become extremely boggy or flooded. 

The other impact has been from the storms over the last
year which have blown down quite a few trees – mainly
birches. Amongst the trees to come down are 3-4 large
ones which is of course a shame, however, these are 
already providing excellent habitat for various wildlife
both large and small.

The smaller pond just off the eastern path has never
been as full, in fact last month it overflowed covering 
the viewing deck contributing to further path flooding!
Fortunately, this has receded somewhat now.

Neighbours are always a challenge and on the western
side that is the Barrett/David Wilson Homes site, 
unfortunately, despite many requests from the Parish
Council and CWT the boundary fence which was cut
through during groundworks still hasn’t been repaired/
replaced. This, with the recent storms, has allowed a 
fair bit of site rubbish to be blown into the wood. 

A section of the eastern boundary fence adjacent 
to Blackfirs Lane has succumbed to old age and 
collapsed, which has led to some dumping of green 
garden waste within the wood. 

Those of you visit or pass the wood may have also 
noticed there is no longer a sign welcoming you to the
reserve at the main entrance. The sign was found on 
the ground and CWT decided to remove it from the site
as it was somewhat out of date.

On a positive note and looking to the future SPC have
continued over the last year to discuss the management
of the site with CWT. Currently SPC are in the process of
taking over the management of the site on 99 year lease
basis from CWT, who will remain the owners. We are
looking forward to being able to maintain the wood as
both a reserve for wildlife and a valuable green space
with access for the parish.

Councillor Richard Crookes

Location of Blackfirs
Wood Nature Reserve

Flooded north west
section of path

North west corner pond Blackfirs Wood, first week of March 2020



1. What is the CGR? It is a process by which the local
authority (in our case Cheshire East Borough 
Council - CEBC) can review various aspects of the 
organisation of its town and parish councils, including
(i) their boundaries; (ii) the number of councillors for
each; (iii) grouping of parishes (iv) warding.

2. When does it start? It has already started. CEBC
have established a sub-committee of the Constitution
Committee, working with an officer group, to deal with
all aspects of the CGR. Their website can be accessed
here: https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_
democracy/community-governance/community-
governance-reviews.aspx This sub-committee has
provided on opportunity for residents to make 
submissions about issues which might well be 
addressed during the review by holding a 
pre-consultations survey. This survey concluded on
the 31st January and Somerford Parish Council 
responded to it – see paragraph 4 below. The aim is
to conclude the review ”well before the May 2023
local elections”.

3. How might it affect Somerford? The September
2018 report to the CEBC Constitution Committee 
proposing the review stated at paragraph 4.4 “The
Council has also recently been approached by a small
number of town councils with requests that their areas
be subject of a Community Governance Review.”
If say, as has been suggested, the Congleton Town
boundary is moved to the line of the Congleton Link
Road, then Somerford would lose the vast majority of
its population and it is doubtful that the parish of
Somerford as an entity in its own right, would survive.
Such a change, if proposed, would be vigorously 
opposed by the parish council. Although boundary
reviews can and do take into account “natural 
boundaries”, such as rivers and main roads, this is
only one aspect of any consideration.

4. What is the Somerford Parish Council doing about
it? SPC have engaged with the survey process by
submitting two suggestions for boundary change,
one in respect of the Miller Homes development off
Back Lane and the other along the west side of
Holmes Chapel (HC) Road so that all properties along
that stretch of the road, as well as properties which
are solely accessed from the HC Road are within the
Somerford parish. Presently only a handful of these
[properties are actually in the parish of Somerford.

5. Can we, the residents, have a say? Although the
pre-consultation survey has now closed, the 
consultation process itself will offer ample opportunity
over the coming months for residents to engage with
the process and submit their views. The Terms of 

COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW
(CGR)

What does it mean for Somerford?
Some questions and answers:

Reference of the CGR are set out in Appendix A of the
senior officer’s report dated the 31.07.19:
https://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ecminutes/do
cuments/s70866/Background%20and%20TOR%20-
%2031%20July%202019.pdf These state, amongst
other things:

(i)   The Council considers that the present structure 
      of parish governance serves its residents well, 
      and it is not considered that extensive 
      changes will follow from the Review;

(ii)  The data sets that the Council will produce will 
      show the areas in which new development is 
      programmed, especially over the next five-year 
      period between 2019 and 2024 and will provide 
      electorate forecasts for this period;

(iii)  ..further consideration is given to parish areas, 
      an element of the review that may lead to the 
      creation of new parishes, altering the boundaries
      between existing parishes and, possibly, 
      abolishing some existing parishes;

(iv)  ..electors should be able to identify clearly 
      with the parish in which they are resident,
      because it is considered that this sense of 
      identity and community lends strength and 
      legitimacy to the parish structure, creates a 
      common interest in parish affairs, encourages 
      participation in elections to the parish council, 
      leads to representative and accountable 
      government, engenders visionary leadership 
      and generates a strong, inclusive community 
      with a sense of civic values, responsibility and 
      pride.

(v)   The Council notes that the Guidance states that 
      “the abolition of parishes should not be 
      undertaken unless clearly justified”;

(vi)  The Council considers that the boundaries 
      between parishes will normally reflect natural 
      and man-made defining points between 
      communities. These defining points will be either 
      natural or man-made: they might include rivers or
      man-made features such as railways or 
      motorways – those defining points that create a 
      community of identity. The views of local 
      residents and the parish councils will have an 
      important bearing in this matter.

Somerford Parish Council propose to consult with its
residents, and those living along its boundaries, 
in the hope that there will be strong support for the 
continuance of the parish as an independent entity, 
possibly enlarged as suggested, and so to avoid it
being subsumed by larger neighbours.



RHEAD’S MEADOWS COMMUNITY
• • • • NATURE RESERVE • • • •

them and their neighbours. We are most grateful for 
that offer and will be furthering those discussions in the
coming weeks. 

We are also meeting with representatives of Cheshire
East Environmental Department and Cheshire Wildlife
Trust to discuss funding possibilities for the site as a
whole and in particular the wildflower meadows. 

We expect the construction of the paths and the 
consequential earthworks to take between 4 and 6 weeks
after which time we would hope to see the removal of
the security fencing. The earthworks will make good use
of the 450 cubic metres of topsoil which excavation of
the pathways will produce. The earthworks themselves
are intended to provide a degree of undulation and 
interest on what is otherwise a very flat surface. There is
a commitment to use all the spoil produced by the path
construction on site. 

The site will not be open for access whilst the work 
continues but we do hope to have an official opening
later in the year. 

Much of the planting will need to take account of 
seasonal weather and we may be limited on what can
happen before the autumn season. 

In the meantime, we are grateful for all offers of help, 
assistance and guidance to follow our initial vanguard 
of sponsors, the RSPB, GRAHAM, Ashbrooks, Sibelco
and the William Dean Trust. 

Councillor Paul Crompton
Vice-Chairman, Somerford Parish Council

STOP PRESS! • STOP PRESS! • STOP PRESS!
We have just been informed that we have been 
successful with our bid to FCC Community Action
Fund for £20,000 of funding toward trees, plants 
and wildflower seeds. This will mean that the
planned orchard will be able to go ahead this year.

Work began on the Rhead’s Meadows site in earnest on
Monday the 24th February and continues apace. A new
stock-proof fence had already been donated and erected
for us along the boundary between the two meadows
and the lane by GRAHAM, the Congleton Link Road
contractors. Several hundred metres of steel security
fencing, a health and safety requirement, had also 
been delivered to site in readiness for erection prior 
to construction work. This fencing, which is only 
temporary, has been erected as far back from neighbour’s
boundaries as possible which also allowed space for a
team provided by Bent Farm quarry operators, Sibelco,
to plant the first 800 native hedge plants on Tuesday 
the 25th. The Sibelco team are expected back on site
during week commencing the 9th March to finish the
planting – altogether we hope to get in 2025 plants 
during this spring planting season. As well as the planting
team, Sibelco have also donated plant guards and stakes.

J K Ashbrook Ltd. of Somerford, with whom we have
contracted to install the 625Lm of crushed stone 
pathways across the site, initially constructed a hard-
standing working compound to receive the deliveries of
approximately 1000 tonnes which will be needed and
also to accommodate facilities for their workforce. They
are providing a “banksman” to meet the lorries delivering
the stone and oversee the reversing of the lorries from
Blackfirs Lane to the site compound and are also 
clearing excess mud from the lane as they go to ensure
we maintain a safe and free passage. The lane is owned
by the parish council and we intend to repair the surface
along the whole length from Blackfirs Lane to Blackfirs
Farm as and when funds and conditions allow. We are
grateful to Ashbrook’s for providing all their machinery
used during the work without charge. 

We have held discussions with a number of residents
whose homes on Blackfirs Lane back onto the site and
have been made a very generous offer by one resident
who has offered to provide £1000 of funding toward
an agreed planting programme for the boundary with

 



My wife and I moved into our new home on Black Firs
Park in June 2018. To my knowledge we, along with our
neighbour next door, were the very first residents on the
David Wilson Homes development.
We were moving from Prestbury and, to be honest, 
had only a fairly superficial view of Somerford. It hasn’t
disappointed. Not only is it a very attractive area, it has 
a wonderful communal air. People here clearly care
about Somerford and want to maintain the highest of its
standards.
We knew that continued building would be disruptive,
not only on the site, but along Black Firs Lane and
Chelford Road. Unfortunately, many of our worst fears
were well founded.
Cheshire East sets the speed limits. Heaven knows 
why they don’t see them as being too high – 60mph
along Chelford Road? Yet local residents, new and 
old, and ‘site traffic’, appear to pay little regard to 
common sense. Speeding is a local epidemic and 
very dangerous.

Personally, I believe a footpath along BFL has become
essential. Think of the number of children walking to
their schools. The sheer amount of traffic including the
‘site vehicles’ who ignore the sign telling them NOT to
use BFL.
BFL is clearly no longer merely a country lane. Throw 
in the mess caused by traffic, especially lorries, the
number of pot holes, the traffic cones...these are 
accidents waiting to happen.
I drove along BFL the other day heading into Congleton
and, ahead of me, there was a man walking in the 
middle of the lane, headphones on, waving his arms,
clearly engaged in a phone call, totally oblivious to the
dangers – and that was an adult, not a child!
Of course, there will soon be access to the Link Road, 
a further invitation to traffic.
We need to address the issues raised here as a matter
of urgency to Cheshire East, DWH and Barratts.

Councillor Alan Green

Just before storm Ciara hit in February a group of 
intrepid residents from the David Wilson and Somerford
Reach developments organised a litter pick. In less than
two hours they covered the accessible parts of the 
developments and the grass verges at the Northern
ends of Chelford Road and Blackfirs Lane.

In the process they managed to ½ fill a skip provided 
by DWH. Around the developments most of the litter 
appeared related to the on-going building work and
seems to have simply been picked up by the wind. 
On the verges we noted large volumes of cans, 
convenience and fast food wrappers – most likely 
that people driving through are throwing it out of 
car/van windows! 
Unfortunately, what probably can’t attribute to people
passing through is the nearly 40 dog poo bags we
found on the verges close to the entrances to the 
developments on both Chelford Road and Blackfirs
Lane along with several instances where shall we say

the dog owner has been even
less responsible! 
The subject of Dog Waste Bins
in the area is under active 
consideration by the Parish
Council but we would remind
residents that it is illegal not to
clear up after your dog in an
area where the public has 
access, and that this carries a
maximum fine of £1,000.

Councillor Allan Power

Blackfirs Park and Somerford Reach

Litter Pick!



The precept requested for 2020/21 was £40,000 which 
corresponds to a Band D rate of £78.16. This is a large 
increase but just to enable to Parish Council to deliver the 
RSPB site. 

The Parish Council receives the majority of its income through
the precept, which is an annual sum of money collected with
the Council Tax by Cheshire East Council. 

PARISH ACCOUNTS 2019/20

Opening Balance 2019/20
= £8,826

Income - Precept £21,000
+ Other Receipts £87,205

= £117,031

Outgoings 2019/20
= £99,960

Predicted Closing Balance 2019/20
= £17,071

•Welcome and Apologies
• Approve the minutes of the
Annual Parish meeting on
29th April 2019

•Matters arising
• Presentation from;  
GRAHAM
– Congleton Link Road
Rhead’s Meadow
– Cllr Geoff Bell
Blackfirs Woodland Reserve
– Cllr Richard Crookes

•Chairman’s Report
• Questions from the public

ANNUAL PARISH
COUNCIL MEETING

2020

AGENDA
for Annual Parish Meeting

Monday 27th April
at Somerford Park Farm – Pavilion D

Somerford Parish Council
agreed at their meeting on
16th March that they would 
be purchasing a number of
dog waste bins throughout

the new estates.
The emptying will be funded
by the Parish Council until
the management companies
are established on estates.

WATCH THIS SPACE!

ANNOUNCEMENT!


