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SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 26th November 2018 in the Pavilion at 
Somerford Park Farm @ 7.30 pm.  
 
Present; Councillor G Bell (Chairman), Councillor P Crompton (Vice Chairman), Councillor K 
Wainwright, Councillor T Swain and the Clerk. 
 
Declaration of Interest  
Cllr K Wainwright - RSPB land, Blackfirs Lane development by DWH and All Saints Chapel of 
Ease.   
 
Public Forum  
Three members of the public. 
All the members of the public lived on Blackfirs Lane and had received a letter from Cheshire 
East Highways requesting the houses concerned removed their white markers from the grass 
verges. They had contacted CE Highways who had informed them the letter was in response to 
a complaint received from Somerford Parish Council. They wished it to be noted the grass 
verges which were all tendered for by the residents had been destroyed so many times this year 
due to the recent building works on the triangle. (photographs were shown) it was a form of 
preservation. They felt aggrieved that the Parish Council would request that they were removed 
as they had been forced to install them as the ‘lane’, to be noted not a ‘road’, was not suitable 
for the traffic that it was enduring. Two large industrial vehicles and agricultural vehicles could 
not pass without driving on the grass verges. There were also many pedestrians and they also 
utilised the grass verges as a safe place to walk.  
One resident suggested there was a roundabout built at the bottom of Chelford Road / A54 to 
encourage the free flow of traffic and there should be traffic restrictions placed on the lane to 
eliminate large industrial vehicles and agricultural vehicles. A weight restriction was mentioned. 
It was made clear Chelford Road is a road and Blackfirs Lane is a lane and there were key 
differences.  
It was concluded that the verges had been maintained in many cases for years by the residents 
and they were naturally trying to protect them from further damage by putting in the markers.   
The Chairman and Councillors responded there had been several verbal complaints to the 
Parish Council in reference to the verge markers which had been acted upon by contacting 
Cheshire East Highways.  
 
133/18 Apologies   
Cllr R Crookes due to work commitments, Cllr S Hughes due to work commitments and 
Councillor J Wray (Cheshire East Ward Member) no reason given.    
  
134/18 Minutes  
It was agreed with the following amendment;  
128/18 the recent amount spent on suspended Officers not Councillors had been taken from 
reserves.  
Resolved the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 15th October 2018 having been circulated 
be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 
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135/18 Cheshire Wildlife Trust  
The Wildlife Trust had sent a report to the Parish Council to inform them of the actions they 
wished to undertake over the next year to make improvements to the Blackfirs Nature Reserve 
in Somerford. The members were encouraged with the commitments they were prepared to 
undertake since the last meeting.  
Resolved the Parish Council would write back and request a formal plan of actions, timescales 
and costs involved and then would consider a donation towards the improvement works.  
 
136/18 RSPB Land  
There had been a meeting on 2nd November and the Cheshire East New Homes Bonus 
Community Fund bid was considered (notes circulated). There had been no progress on the 
sale of the land to a developer. The PC were therefore in negotiations with the RSPB that, if the 
bid was successful, they would transfer the land to the Parish Council so works could proceed 
as opposed to relying on the sale to be completed.  
 
137/18 New Homes Bonus Community Fund 
There was a meeting scheduled in November to consider the draft bid that Ms A Frogatt had 
completed for the PC, including three tenders for the works. They had decided to submit two 
bids one for the pathways and one for the hard furniture, notice boards, archways.  CE had 
offered the opportunity to the Parish Council to have the bid ‘marked ‘by Cheshire Voluntary 
Service.  The Clerk had organised a meeting on 11th December in Crewe, the Chairman and the 
Clerk would attend together with Ms Frogatt.     
The bid would be submitted before the deadline of 31st December to Cheshire East.   
 
138/18 Planning Applications  

� 18/5769C 178 Holmes Chapel Road, Somerford, CW12 4QB – Demolition of existing 
garage & erection of rear single/two storey extension with attached single garage.  

Resolved No Objection 
18/4449C Land off Blackfirs lane, Congleton CW12 4QD – Re plan of 119 plots and associated 
works. Original plan approval 16/5156C. This was 170 and now 203. 
This was approved at the SPB on 24th October 2019. The Chairman wished it to be noted 
letters of consultation in reference to the planning application 18/5769C had been sent to 
residents in November after the application had been approved.  
Resolved the Clerk would enquire to the Planning Officer. 
David Wilson Homes  
No daffodil planting had been completed due to the primary school not engaging.  
11/0736C Loachbrook Estate  
The Planning Officer had visited site and reported the following; there has been a breach in 
planning with respect of the off-site highways works yet to be completed as Condition 16 of the 
appeal decision on application 11/0736C required all off-site highways works to be completed 
prior to commencement of the development, but as the relevant footpaths link to the 
development and as the sheer scale of the highways works would have massively delayed the 
development commencing, the developer chose to start building and comply with this condition 
at a later date. As the off-site works approved were considerable, it was never very likely that 
this condition was going to be complied with fully. As a result, planning is working with the 
developer to ensure the works are completed as soon as possible to remedy the breach, but 
given the circumstances around the condition, a formal notice would not be suitable at this 
moment in time. It will be monitored. 
The Parish Council found this unacceptable as very little landscaping works had been carried 
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out at this stage at all and the site was due for completion soon as the sales office had now 
closed.    
Resolved the Clerk would write to the Enforcement Officer to encourage him to revisit site to 
ensure plans were in place to complete the highways and landscaping. 
 
139/18 GDPR  
The report had been received from John Henry – the appointed Data Protection Officer after he 
had carried out a full audit with the Clerk on 18th October. The Clerk briefly discussed the report 
with members and it was suggested one Councillor from each of her four Councils would attend 
a meeting before the next meeting to discuss actions.  
Resolved Cllr T Swain would attend and represent the SPC.   
It was noted a FOI had been received from a member of the public.  
 
140/18 Budget 2019/20  
The budget had been circulated to members and the outgoings were discussed for the next 
twelve months.  
Resolved the precept would be £21,000.00 for 2019/20. 
 
141/18 Accounts   
To note the balance of the accounts = £15,361.52  
Payments  

� Cheque no 219 - £140.00 Ms B S Amies (website)  
� Cheque no 220 - £410.00 Mr N Dale (grass cutting)   
� Cheque no 221- £100.00 Mr A G Dale (hedge cutting)  
� Cheque no 223 - £2,000.00 Cheshire East Borough Council (A54 footpath siding) 
� Cheque no 224 - £96.00 Cllr G Bell (artificial grass)  
� Cheque no 225 - £480.00 Somerford Park Farm  
� Cheque no 226 - £350.00 All Saints Chapel of Ease (donation)  
� Online payment - £50.00 The Christie (donation in memorial of Mr I Pennington)  
� Direct Debit £5.99 Office 364  

Receipts  
� NIL  

 
142/18 Memorial Bench  
The bench was in the process of being fitted on the green. The Clerk had added it to the 
insurance.  
Resolved the bench would be added to the fixed asset register.  
 
143/18 Cheshire East  
Resolved to suspend the Standing Orders to accept a report from the Ward Councillor  
No report since not in attendance.  
 
144/18 Highways  
Congleton Link Road  
Mr Paul Griffiths still had not responded to the invite for him to attend the next Parish Council 
meeting. The Clerk would pursue. 
Radnor Bridge Weight Limit 
Due to the lifting of the restricting of the weight limit on the bridge the Parish Council still felt the 
road was inappropriate to take large vehicles as the road was too narrow. Cllr K Wainwright had 
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asked Cllr J Wray for support in implementing an Environmental Weight Restriction Order on the 
bridge. 
She had received no update despite chasing.  
Trees in the River Dane and Loachbrook  
The Clerk had written two letters to the relevant landowners to request they remove the trees. 
One tree had been removed from the brook, but the tree remained in the River Dane.  
The Clerk would ask the Environment Agency again.  
SDU on A54 opposite Somerford Park Farm 
Since the speed limit had been reduced on the A54 to 40 mph Cheshire East Highways had 
gathered some data to see if the traffic had adhered to the new limit and the SDU. One unit 
between Davenport Chapel and Woodpecker Place – 2017 = 43.9 mph compared to 2018 - 
37.8mph (-6.1mph) and one unit between Woodpecker Place and Broomfields 2017= 41.7mph 
and 2018= 36.9mph (-4.8mph).  
Footpaths along A54 
These were due to be actioned week commencing 05.12.18  
Somerford Parish Council’s Speed Display Unit on A54  
The Clerk had attended TWM Traffic Control Systems on 23.11.18 to be trained on the 
downloading of the data.  
Cllr T Swain requested the Clerk enquire about installing a new post within the new 40 mph 
zone to enable the Parish Council to move the unit and retrieve data.  
Resolved the Clerk would make enquires with Cheshire East Highways.  
 
145/18 Clerks Report 
Councillor Vacancy  
It was noted there had been no applicants. 
To acknowledge the passing of Mr I Pennington 
Resolved the Parish Council would donate £50.00 to The Christie  
It was noted that the change in location for tonight’s meeting had caused issues to members of 
the public attending due to being unable to find the venue.  
Resolved the Clerk would enquire about the cost of an ‘A ‘frame to help with directions. 
Email from a resident on Blackfirs Lane  
A resident wished the cones to be reinstated outside his property.  
  
146/18 Chairman’s and Members report  
Police Surgery at St Oswald’s in Brereton  
Cllr K Wainwright and Cllr P Crompton would attend.  
Meeting Dates 2019  
These had been circulated and were on the website and noticeboards  
 
147/18 It was noted the next meeting would be on 21st January 2019 at 7.30 pm at the 
Pavilion in Somerford Park Farm. 

The meeting concluded business at 10.15 pm

X
Chairman	

 


