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SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 15th October 2018 in the Pavilion at 
Somerford Park Farm @ 7.30 pm.  
 
Present; Councillor G Bell (Chairman), Councillor P Crompton (Vice Chairman), Councillor K 
Wainwright, Councillor T Swain, Councillor S Hughes, Councillor J Wray (Cheshire East Ward 
Member) (arrived at 8.00pm) and the Clerk. 
 
Two members from the Cheshire Wildlife Trust.   
 
Declaration of Interest   
 
Cllr K Wainwright - RSPB land and Blackfirs Lane development by DWH.   
 
Public Forum  
2 members of the public. 
A54 Holmes Chapel Road; The speed limit had recently been reduced to 40 mph and although 
this had made a huge difference there were still vehicles not adhering to the new speed limit. 
They had attended tonight as they believed the local PCSO would be in attendance and wished 
to arrange some training on the Speed Display Gun. They had a list of volunteers to also who 
were keen to join them from the Kingfisher estate opposite Rose Cottages.  
There was also concerns about the lack of lighting at the bus shelter.   
 
119/18 Apologies   
Cllr R Crookes due to work commitments and Cllr M Harnett due to resignation.   
  
120/18 Minutes  
Resolved the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 17th September 2018 having been 
circulated be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
121/18 Councillor Resignation  
It was noted Cllr M Harnett had resigned from the Parish Council.  
Resolved the Clerk would advertise the vacancy and write to thank him for his service.  
 
122/18 Cheshire Wildlife Trust – Blackfirs Nature Park 
 Resolved to suspend the Standing Orders to accept a report from Fiona Megarrell and Katie 
Greenwood from the Cheshire Wildlife Trust.  
This site had been donated in 1991 to the Cheshire Wildlife Trust in the same circumstances as 
the RSPB land. They both apologised for being unable to attend the site visit on 21st September 
with the Parish Council. They had subsequently visited the site and assessed the situation. This 
nature park has had very little maintenance for some time for which they apologised but all their 
resources had all been utilised elsewhere. The development in Swettenham had been costly 
and time consuming.  
It was made very clear there was no financial resource to allocate to the Blackfirs Nature 
Reserve. The trees were very concerning and if no actions were taken soon the site would be 
closed.   The pathways, boundaries and entrance needed attention but before any work could 
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commence a badger license was required as there was a set in the middle of the site.  The 
ponds did have potential but again attention was required.  
It was noted that there was no evidence of litter or damage in the site. They said any 
improvements could not come from the CWT, it had to be fund raised or donated by the Parish 
Council. It was mentioned the area was a good site that could be sold to increase revenue.    
The members pointed out due to the increase in housing development the site would get used a 
lot more. There may be an opportunity for the trust to ask DWH to assist with fencing to close 
the site off.  
It was agreed CWT would submit a report to the Parish Council to show the actions and the 
subsequent related costs to ensure the site could return to an amenity in the Parish. 
 
123/18 RSPB Land  
There had been no confirmation on the sale of the land and it was being maintained to a very 
good standard by a local contractor. The next meeting was scheduled for 2nd November. The 
written confirmation, to apply for the bid and utilise the potential monies, before the sale of the 
land was completed, had been agreed by the RSPB.  
 
124/18 New Home Bonus 
The Parish Council had engaged with Ms Alex Froggatt to write the bid for the NHB. The Clerk 
was retrieving quotes for the pathways, archways, benches and information boards from ANSA 
to be include in the bid. The Chairman was attending the initial meeting on 29th October where 
more background information will be shared on timescales and procedures to be followed. 
 
125/18 Planning Applications  

� 18/4888C Land at Back Lane, Congleton - Reserved matters application for appearance, 
landscaping, layout and scale following outline approval application 16/0514C for 
demolition of some existing buildings and development of up to 140 dwellings.  

Resolved comments would be made following on from the initial objection in 2016.  
11/0736C Loachbrook Estate  
There had been a query from a resident about the completion of the landscaping on 
Loachbrook. The Chairman had read the conditions, but they were very difficult to follow as 
there had been six applications on the site and it had been approved at appeal.  There were 
footpaths needed around the long barrow, and an access route to the ‘Anwyl’ estate and then 
along Holmes Chapel Road. Cllr P Crompton had approached the technical director on several 
occasions and received no response although the site manager had enclosed the field access 
on Sandy Lane.   
Resolved the Clerk would enquire with planning if the conditions were being adhered to on the 
landscaping.  
 
126/18 Audit 2017/18 
The Parish Council has provided PKF Littlejohn with a copy of the certificate of exemption as 
their turnover in 2017/2018 was below £25k. As no formal questions have been raised during 
the formal six-week public inspection period the Council should NOT receive any further 
communications from the external auditor. PKF Littlejohn do not provide exempt councils with 
an external auditor's certificate. 
The Exempt category is being used for the first time for the 2017/2018 accounts, hence the 
difference in procedure. 
Resolved as the six-week inspection period has closed, and there have been no public 
questions, then the Parish Council formally adopted the previous year's accounts 
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127/18 Accounts  
To note the balance of the accounts = £17,423.06  
Payments  

� Cheque no 215 - £1,560.05 Cranage Parish Council (including £120.61 HMRC)  
� Cheque no 216 - £ 626.66 Glasdon UK Ltd  
� Cheque no 217 - £265.00 Brookes Brothers  
� Cheque no 218 - £36.82 Ms J Mason (expenses from June to September) 
� Online payment - £195.00 Ms A Froggatt (deposit for bid submission) 
� Direct Debit £5.99 Office 364  

 
Receipts  

� £626.66 – Mr S Brough (donation to memorial bench) 
� £1.32 Lloyds Bank PLC  

 
 Memorial Bench 
DWH had declined to install a concrete base. The Clerk had obtained quotes to install a 
concrete base.  
The Parish Council decided to retrieve quotes for an artificial grass base.   
 
128/18 Cheshire East  
Resolved to suspend the Standing Orders to accept a report from the Ward Councillor J Wray. 
Cllr J Way stated there had been a full cabinet meeting to explain there was a £4m deficit in the 

budget year to date. This was in the main, due increase in costs to Children Care and Adult 
Social Care cost increase. The recent amount spent on suspended Councillors had been 
taken from reserves.  

 
129/18 Highways  
Congleton Link Road  
Mr Paul Griffiths had reported via email to the Clerk, the new appointed contractor ‘Graham 
contractors’ is currently developing a detailed programme and recruiting a local community 
engagement officer.  The plan they are working to is to have a few local drop-in sessions in 
January (probably at the primary school, Eaton public house). CE should have the detailed 
plans of the traffic management, timescales for the works and staff on hand to address 
individual concerns soon. 
There will be adverts in the press after New Year.  
In terms of the high-level programme, at the moment there are ground surveys and boreholes 
been undertaken. These are localised and will last a few weeks. The contractor will be using this 
information to complete a detailed design. The main site compounds (off Viking Way) will begin 
to be established in the New Year along with some advance ecological work (tree work, 
collecting newts, etc.) There might be a few utility diversions beginning to happen in February, 
but these will be minor and not cause too much disruption. 
Main works will commence in Spring 2019 depending on the weather.  
Resolved the Parish Council would invite Mr P Griffiths to the first meeting in January.  
Radnor Bridge Weight Limit  
The current weight limit had been revised following a Ringway Jacobs engineer report after 
checking the structure of the bridge. The report as follows;  
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Although no assessment calculations have been located, the AIP, The assessment report and 
certificate all date from around 1998-2002. Condition at that time was noted as being Good to 
Fair. Cracking to the barrel and movement of the spandrels were of old-standing. Condition 
factor was taken as 0.9 in the assessment. The AIP notes that fill depth ‘h’ is less than barrel 
thickness ‘d’ and therefore standard assessment methods were applied.  
An old Bridge History sheet on Bridge Station does refer to an 8T weight restriction (10T for 
buses). However, this appears to be of some vintage (possibly 1960s). None of the recent 
assessment or inspection records refer to this restriction.  
A later record (1985) also has a note of ‘Something may need to be done’ but this appears to 
refer to parapet impacts. The part-signed weight limit may have been introduced as an 
environmental restriction to curb HGV. 
Appendix 1 attached. 
 
Cllr K Wainwright proposed that there should be an Environmental Weight Restriction Order put 
on the bridge.  
Resolved the Parish Council would request the support of the Ward Councillor to implement    
Somerford Park Farm 
The Clerk had requested the support form CE highways to implement brown signs directing to 
the site and informed SPF. It was not possible to change the SATNAV route.  
Footpath siding along A54  
Still awaiting actions from CE. The PC would approach SPF to cut the hedge back further by a 
foot if possible.  
Tree in the River Dane 
The Clerk had contacted the Environmental Agency and they had declined to become involved 
and advised the PC to contact the landowner. If it was an emergency, they could attend site in 
January 2019.  
Resolved the Clerk would write to the landowner.  
SDU on A54  
The results had been circulated and were discussed by members.  
Access to Youngs Feeds on A54  
There had been a query from a local resident if the access had been approved as it seemed 
narrow and HGV’s would have to traverse the A54 to access on some occasions.  
It was recognised that this had received planning permission and approved by highways.  
Blackfirs Lane triangle  
The repair work had been carried out by Clancy Docwra.  
 
130/18 Clerks Report 
GDPR 
All the Parish Councils had engaged with the appointing of a DPO. The audit was due to take 
place on 18th October. 
David Wilson Homes  
They had offered to plant some daffodils around the green.  
Meeting with Congleton Town Clerk  
The Clerk had organised a meeting on Thursday 25th October to discuss mutual inserts 
regarding the New Home Bonus bids.  Cllr G Bell and Cllr P Crompton would attend.  
 
131/18 Chairman’s and Members report  
Christmas Trees  
These would be lit from the first weekend in December.   
 



5	

	

132/18 It was noted the next meeting would be on 26th November 2018 at 7.30 pm at the 
Pavilion in Somerford Park Farm. 

The meeting concluded business at 10.15 pm

X
Chairman	
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