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The construction of the Bovis Homes Loachbrook Meadow
Estate off A534 Sandbach Road, is scheduled to reach
practical completion in September of this year – marking
the first of several large housing developments to be
completed within the Parish.

The build has entered its final phase with the infrastructure
of the development starting to take shape, including the
bridge which has been installed over the Loachbrook,
affording foot access to the Anwyl Homes Development
and providing a thoroughfare to Holmes Chapel Road.

Landscaping and remedial works, including the creation
of several balancing ponds and a bridal path, will be 
undertaken following the completion of housebuilding.

At works completion Bovis Homes will handover 
responsibility for the on-going maintenance and 
investment of the development to estate management
company SDL Property Management.

Residents will then be charged a £240 fee per annum to
fund the cost of these activities. An Estates Committee will
be formed comprised of Loachbrook Meadow Residents
to determine how the funds will be allocated.

With over 200 houses on the site, the occupation of the
Loachbrook Meadow development has resulted in a

considerable increase in the population of Somerford
Parish with 582 registered on the electoral role at the 
last count.

Somerford Parish Council would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome the residents of Loachbrook
Meadow to the Parish and invite you to participate in the
activities of the Parish including the monthly Parish
Council Meetings, typically held at Somerford.

Councillor Matt Harnett
(a resident of Loachbrook)

The Black Firs Park development still causes issues
for the residents along Black Firs Lane and Chelford
Road. Even though we have no regulatory powers 
as do Cheshire East Council, we still engage on a
regular basis with David Wilson Homes to achieve
the best working relationship possible. We are 
meeting with Mr Andrew Taylor the North West 
Director at DWH on 4th May to begin to engage 
in reinstating the grass verges and bring up other 
issues which have been brought our attention.  

Please watch the website for any updates.

David Wilson Homes, Somerford Triangle

Anwyl Homes, Holmes Chapel Road Bovis Homes, Loachbrook Meadow

The change to Somerford’s landscape
We all have to move with our new parish no matter 

how much we fought against it.



Please be a 
courteous dog

walker in Somerford.
We have too many
instances of 
residents not 
picking up after 
their dog.

GDPR 
Are you ready for the General Data 

Protection Regulation (GDPR)?
On 25th May 2018 the processing of 

personal data by organisations will have 
to comply with new regulations.

The Parish Council are governed by these 
new regulations and will also have to 

take actions.

Council signals crackdown on dog fouling and 
anti-social dog owners. Signs are going up to remind
people of Cheshire East Council's new powers to
crack down on dog fouling and dog control. It follows
overwhelming public support for tougher controls
put forward by the council during its recent borough
-wide consultation.

The council introduced the new Public Spaces 
Protection Order (PSPO) on 1st November 2017,
specifically to tackle dog fouling and dog control
across the borough. New signs are now being 
installed across parks, nature reserves and open
spaces to remind everyone of the new rules and to
warn dog owners they could be fined between £100
and £1,000 for failing to pick up after their dog or
keep their dog under control.

Introducing the PSPO last November allowed the 
council to replace and extend the existing dog controls
and byelaws. This gives a consistent approach
across the borough to dog fouling and introduced
dog control requirements to encourage responsible
dog ownership and ensure that everyone is able to
enjoy our publicly-accessible open areas, woodland,
heathland, country parks and public spaces safely.

For more information, or to report issues relating to 
environmental crime, visit the Cheshire East Council
website and view a short video clip of Mark Arnold,
countryside ranger at Brereton Heath local nature 
reserve, talking about why the PSPO is so important.

THE NEW SDU ON THE
A54 HOLMES CHAPEL ROAD

The Department of Transport has given Cheshire East
Council the green light to start construction of Congleton
Link Road by signing off compulsory purchase and side
road orders. The proposals have been through a public
enquiry since May last year and the sign off allows
Cheshire East to assemble the land for construction.
The project has been out to tender and the winning 
contractor is expected to be named later this year. This
will allow construction to begin in November 2018 with
the road due for completion by late 2020.

We have many problems with roads in the parish and
continue to network with Cheshire East Highways on a
regular basis. Blackfirs Lane is causing some disquiet
and temporary repairs to the edges of the carriageway
are due to be carried out by David Wilson Homes in the
very near future. Following meetings with Cheshire East
Highways this is to be followed by a full restoration of
both the verges and road. Water flowing down Radnor
Bank continues to cause concern and the Highways 
Department are to check the drainage system. Too many
HGV’s are ignoring the weight limit and breaking up the
water pipes on the edge of the road. Following a road
traffic collision in January the parapet on Radnor Bridge
was damaged. In order to repair the bridge safely,
Chelford Road will be closed AT THE BRIDGE ONLY, 
between 16th to 27th April from 9.30am to 3.30pm. 
As the closure is during off peak hours, hopefully, this
will minimise disruption to both local residents and
members of the travelling public.

Councillor K Wainwright

HIGHWAYS
REPORT



Council expecting to launch New Homes Bonus scheme
this summer.

Cheshire East Council is progressing the final framework
for the New Homes Bonus scheme, which will determine
the way in which a new community fund will be shared
among qualifying areas within the borough.

Introduced this financial year, the scheme will see up to
£2m distributed for local projects and community needs,
linked to the number of new homes built in the borough
and the empty homes brought back into use.

A council task group is drawing up a final design for the
New Homes Bonus Community Fund and a report is 
expected to go before the council's cabinet in June. 
Allocations will be apportioned in line with the recognised
highways areas of Congleton, Crewe, Knutsford, 
Macclesfield, Nantwich, Poynton and Wilmslow. 

Communities, supported by elected ward members, 
will have the chance to bid for funding for projects that
address local priorities. Funding is based on an 
acceptable submission of ideas through the bidding
process.

The recommended minimum allocation is £10,000 but
bids must meet a specific set of criteria, including the
need to meet one or more of the council's six strategic
outcomes. Some examples discussed by the task group
and the council's overview and scrutiny committee were:

       • Community sport schemes

       • Community transport schemes

       • Community library provision

       • Allotments

       • Homelessness prevention

       • Road safety

All bids would be scored for their community value, 
volunteering, outcomes and value for money. Bids are

Do you have any
ideas Somerford?

not required until the scheme is formally launched in the
summer and more information will be published nearer
the time.

Councillor Paul Bates, cabinet member for finance and
communication, said: "The New Homes Bonus Community
Fund is designed to ensure that all parts of the borough
benefit from the significant housing growth we have seen
in recent years. 

We will be inviting communities, with the help of elected
ward members, to engage with how services are delivered
at a local level and put forward their ideas for how they
would like to see the money spent. 

This funding is not in any way connected with local 
developer contributions for highways schemes or other
infrastructure needs.  

There is a national and local demand for new homes 
and the New Homes Bonus Scheme is an incentive to
councils and communities to help meet that demand.”

More than 5,600 homes have been built in Cheshire
East since 2011 and the funding allocations will be
weighted to reflect those areas of the borough where
large scale house building has taken place.

Trevor Green – Media Relations Officer

PARISH ACCOUNTS

Income                                                                    
Precept                                                         11,000
VAT Claim                                                       1,147
Groundworks UK - Neighbourhood Plan          1,246
Total                                                            13,393
Expenditure                                                            
Clerk’s salary / HMRC contributions                 4,284
Expenses                                                            288
Professional Services                                          772
Membership Fees                                               165
Communication                                              1,173
Training                                                             100
Room Hire                                                         450
Fixed Assets                                                    5,421
Donations                                                          550
Chairman’s Allowance                                          30
Neighbourhood Plan                                       4,450
TOTAL                                                         16,006

Balance                                          £6,890

Balance carried over from 2016/17 £11,180

Keep up to date with
the latest news!

PLEASE REGISTER ON OUR WEBSITE;
www.somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk



around, to the west of Chelford Road before crossing
Loachbrook and meeting Holmes Chapel Road. A
roundabout there will then take it on a route parallel
with Sandy Lane before terminating with another
roundabout on Sandbach Road.
The Neighbourhood Plan:We were much relieved
to learn that the plan had received a resounding 
endorsement from the voting population of the parish
– on a 30% turnout, over 88% of those voting were in
favour. The parish council has expressed its gratitude
to all those who contributed to the process and 
especially to the mainstays of the NP Steering Group,
Sandy Kenyon (Chairman), Nigel Buckley and
Jonathon Maginess. Responsibility for the NP now
passes back to the PC and we will do our best to
maintain the momentum and standards generated by
the Steering Group.
Rhead’s Meadows: The progress of this project 
is now dependent entirely upon the sale of the 
development land to the north – to be known as 
Radnor Grange. We have been given to understand
that a sale in principle has been agreed and we are
hopeful that we can move forward with the project in
the near future but in the meantime we are concerned
to ensure that the now unused land is maintained to
an acceptable standard. We did have concerns last
year that the ploughed land had been left to do little
more than grow weeds, two varieties of which created
particular cause for concern, ragwort and spear thistle,
both being classified as Injurious Weeds by the Weeds
Act 1959.
Members of the PC supplemented work done by the
RSPB to remove and destroy the ragwort and the RSPB
has assured us that the situation will not be allowed to
reoccur this year. As soon as we have the green light
for the development of the land we will be holding a
public consultation exercise regarding its future.
Vehicle Speeds: We are pleased that we have been
able to purchase a solar powered speed display unit
(SDU) which has been fitted to the post situate on the
A54 Holmes Chapel Road close to the entrance to 
the Loachbrook (2) (Anwyl) development. Reports
from residents in the vicinity have given favourable
feedback on the results. We do propose that this will
be moved to other sites on a rotational basis once we
have further posts erected. We are also extremely
pleased that CEBC have finally agreed to a reduction
of speed on the same road from 50 mph to 40 mph
between its junction with Moss Lane north as far as
the Somerford Parish boundary close to Davenport
Chapel. We hope this will be put into effect in the next
few weeks.

Finally, a word of thanks to our Clerk, Julie Mason,
who has done a remarkable job in supporting the
work of the council in often very difficult circumstances
– she is the glue which holds us all together.

Colleagues will report on other projects in which the
PC has been engaged.

Councillor Geoff Bell

Planning applications, or at least the consequences
thereof, have once again dominated the agenda for
the parish council over the last 12 months.
Planning: July 2017 saw the start of the development
on the Somerford triangle, now named Black Firs Park
by the developers, and with it the green and quiet
tranquillity of this part of Somerford was broken for all
time. The effect upon the residents of Black Firs Lane
and Chelford Road has been extensive and at times
traumatic. We experienced a considerable number of
tipper wagons travelling up and down Chelford Road
and Black Firs Lane, passing each other and driving
on the verges so to do due to the crazy system of
using the same route for entry and egress; negotiating
the turn from Chelford Road into Black Firs Lane and
vice versa - hazardous in the extreme - destroying
much of the verge in the process; sometimes three or
four wagons parking on the verge and the area adjacent
to Goodwin’s Pool creating further hazards; driving
over the 10 tonne weight limited Radnor Bridge to
mention but a few concerns. It seems we will have the
name ‘Wigan Tippers’ indelibly imprinted on our minds
for all eternity! Black Firs Lane residents had to endure
an intensive period of disruption and chaos when the
utility companies began to dig up the road to provide
services for the new development and the weather
contributed copious amounts of water. Thankfully, the
worst of both experiences now seems to be over and
the objective now is to ensure that the verge is restored
to its previous green state. Unfortunately, the same 
will never be the case for The Triangle. We will no
doubt soon be feeling the effects of the start of the 
development to the east of Black Firs Lane (Radnor
Grange) and further developments along Back Lane
may also have consequences for the parish. We will
do our best to ameliorate the effects for residents but
no doubt there will be trouble ahead. Following a 
recent visit by parish councillors to the Loachbrook (1)
estate, it was pleasing to note that the main span of
the bridge crossing the Loach Brook had been
erected and we will closely monitor the provision of the
Public Open Spaces, including footpaths, cycleways
and bridleways, as this development reaches the 
conclusion of the building phase. We would welcome
more interaction with the developers.
Congleton Link Road: Things have been quiet on
this front for some months whilst Cheshire East Borough
Council have been trying to persuade the Secretary of
State for Transport that the new Air Pollution figures
are indeed genuine this time. On the 20th March they
were successful in this respect when approval was
given for the compulsory purchase of the required
land. We can expect the next stage of this legal
process to take place within the coming months and
meanwhile we await an announcement on the award
of the main contract to build the road. Once again the
consequences for Somerford will be considerable
when the building phase begins. It is proposed that
the road will cross the Dane to enter the parish to the
east of Back Lane and pass under Chelford Road
close to its junction with Back Lane. It will then loop

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


