
SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL  

ANNUAL NEWSLETTERAPRIL 2016 

Council leader to attend Somerford Parish Council Annual Parish 

Meeting – please come along and put your view across 

Monday 25th April 2016 at Somerford Park Farm 7pm 

AGENDA  

1.  Welcome and apologies  

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting 
held on Monday 25th April 2015 

3. Matters arising from the minutes  

 

4. Presentation from Councillor Rachel   
Bailey - Cheshire East Leader  

5. Chairman’s Report  

6. Financial Report 

7. Questions from Residents  

 

 

Our journey of completing a “ Neighbourhood Plan” continues and the 

team work hard to complete this year 

Congratulations to our neighbours in Brereton 

for having completed their plan after 3 long 

years of hard work.  I confess I was hoping we 

would be further along than we currently are, 

however the pressures of proposed 

development in and around Somerford, both 

independent of and connected to the proposed 

link road, and the difficulty in obtaining housing 

numbers from CEC have all proved to be 

obstacles to our progress.We are aiming to 

have our plan at Regulation 14 (the point of 

public consultation) before the end of May and 

are working towards the plan being finalised by 

October this year.  We are planning to review 

our policies with the aid of Urban Vision, who 

are providing government funded professional 

support.  They have already carried out a 

Character and Landscape Assessment (CLA) 

which will be available to view soon on the plan 

website www.somerfordplan.co.ukThank you to 

everyone who returned the housing survey in 

December.  The results of this survey can also 

be viewed on both the plan website and the 

parish council website.Housing will be at the 

forefront of many residents’ minds and housing 

needs assessment will be carried out over the 

next few weeks by AECOM.  This, together with 

the CLA will be used to create a sound evidence 

base for our housing policies which will be 

produced with assistance from Urban Vision to 

ensure that they are as robust as they need to 

be to pass examination by an independent 

inspector later in the process.Whilst we 

appreciate that some of you feel there is little 

http://www.somerfordplan.co.uk/


point in pursuing this neighbourhood plan as 

the development is likely to happen whether 

we like it or not, there is a considerable amount 

that we can still achieve in terms of influencing 

the style of those developments and should the 

link road not go ahead then our plan will be 

vital in shaping the future of development in 

Somerford.We are applying for more funding 

which is available from 1st April 2016 and are 

very confident that this application will be 

successful and will allow us to soldier on. 

Thank you for your continued support.  Please 

check the website for updates. 

Sandy Kenyon – Chairman, Neighbourhood Plan 

steering committee 

 

RSPB Land(situated to the east of Black Firs Lane and west of 

Longdown Road)  

The Parish Council has managed to secure almost 9 acres (3.61 hectares) of the land, 

bequeathed to the RSPB by a local resident, to develop into a community Nature Park for the 

local people. The area consists of two fields divided by a hedgerow.  There is a public right of 

way, Congleton FP1, which connects Back Lane to Black Firs Lane and in the north east corner is 

Black Firs Farm and beyond this Back Lane Playing Fields.  The Nature Park will be part funded 

by ‘RichboroughEstates ‘but the majority by the RSPB. The RSPB will give £28,000 for set up 

costs and £50,000 to the future maintenance costs.  The Council is very grateful for this 

substantial contribution and is already working closely with the RSPB to make this project a 

great success.  It is some good news for our Parish after so much despair with the constant 

approval of more houses. 

The vision for the Community Nature Park is to create an exciting new facility which is diverse in 

local wildlife. The ideas so far, include the creation of a native wild flower meadow interspersed 

with native trees, the creation of a new orchard and native woodland planting. The accessibility 

is important and footpaths to access the park from both sides will be constructed. The wildlife 

meadow will provide food and habitats for birds, bees and insects.  It will provide a hay crop 

each summer and once cut there is an option for the area to be grazed.  

The Parish Council’s planning application for ‘change of use’ will be submitted at the end of this 

month together with the other northern site which is allocated for housing development.  The 

Parish Council feels that this will be determined in June and then progress can begin.  

There will be a public consultation meeting arranged by the Parish Council where we will listen 

to all local people about their wishes and visions for the site. We hope to gain public support to 

help maintain the future of the site so volunteers will also be a key feature to the success of the 

site. (If you feel you could assist please contact the clerk and you details could be retained.)   



LITTER COLLECTION 

PLEASE CAN YOU HELP 
Councillor Helen Brough is organising a litter collection on  

SUNDAY 24th APRIL  
10am until 12 pm  

Meeting Point  
Holmes Chapel Road, Black Firs Lane end  

 Litter collection equipment supplied 

 

CHAIRMANS REPORT 

Planning continues to dominate the agenda in Somerford and all indications are that it will continue to 

be the case for some years to come. However, the highlight of the last twelve months has to be the 

David and Goliath battle in which the brave councillors and residents of Somerford took on the 

arrogance and might of the Cheshire East Borough Council and, against all the odds, won (for more 

information, see - https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=678ad6ad-c1d9-48f5-b53f-

457e07ff7629 ). The application for the wide grass verges along Chelford Road and Blackfirs Lane to be 

designated as a Village Green is reborn and it is expected that it will now be reopened as a public 

inquiry, which is precisely what CEBC should have determined at the outset. We look forward to the 

continued support of the residents in the next stage of this long-running saga.  

The enormous task of preparing the ground for a Neighbourhood Plan continues apace and I pay tribute 

to those members of the steering group, under the admirable chairmanship of my fellow Councillor, 

Sandy Kenyon, who have already spent many hours on the task and we look forward to the next twelve 

months seeing the project approach the final stages. The proposed Local Plan for Cheshire has been 

significantly amended in the last few months and is currently out for public consultation. There are some 

significant amendments which directly affects the parish and representations need to be submitted by 

the 19th April. We intend to make submissions on behalf of the parish and hope to be able to arrange a 

special public meeting to gauge the views of residents. I would hope that as many of you as possible 

would attend any such meeting. 

Finally, I finish with the subject I started with, planning. The Congleton Link Road, a road which is argued 

by some will bring relief to the residents of Congleton, but which is sure to bring misery to many in 

Somerford, has finally reached the planning application stage and we expect to see it resolved within 

the next few weeks - once again CEBC acting as judge and jury in its own case. Following swiftly on its 

heels will be a number of major planning applications which look set to increase the population of our 

previously tiny parish almost ten-fold. However, there is one bright star on the planning horizon. We are 

at an advanced stage of negotiations to 'buy' a substantial and significant area of land from the RSPB 

which had been designated by CEBC for housing development. We look forward to having our own 

consultation with local residents regarding the proposed nature park during the next twelve months. It's 

an ill-wind.......Councillor Geoff Bell 

https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=678ad6ad-c1d9-48f5-b53f-457e07ff7629
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=678ad6ad-c1d9-48f5-b53f-457e07ff7629


ACCOUNTS 2015/16 

OPENING BALANCE  3,476.00 

PRECEPT  7,000.00 

GROUNDWORKS (NP) 6,310.00 

COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT 132.00 

VAT CLAIM 632.00 

VILLAGE GREEN DONATION 
RESIDENTS FUND  

1,600.00 

INTEREST  2.00 

TOTAL 15,676.00 

  

EXPENDITURE  

CLERKS SALARY 3,547.00 

ROOM HIRE  330.00 

PUBLICATIONS 181.00 

CCA 20.00 

CPRE 36.00 

CHALC  100.00 

TRAINING 209.00 

INSURANCE 318.00 

VILLAGE GREEN 4,082.00 

TCS MANAGEMENT 55.00 

SDU HIRE 175.00 

EXPENSES  356.00 

WEBSITE 145.00 

DONATIONS 200.00 

AUDIT 25.00 

GRASS CUT 300.00 

NALC 15.00 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
(DETAILS AVAILABLE) 

5315.00 

GROUNDWORKS 
REIMBURSE 

995.00 

TOTAL  16,404.00 

  

OPENING BALANCE  3,476.00 

INCOMING 15,676.00 

TOTAL 19,152.00 

OUTGOINGS  16,404.00 

 
BALANCE 

 
2,748.00 

 

www.somerford.org 

All councillor details can be found here 

Any queries please contact the clerk 

jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com 

 

 

 

RSPB Land  

To all residents on Chelford Road 

Would you please encourage visitors 

and businesses/workmen/repair 

men/deliveries not to park on the 

pavement when visiting your house?  

The Parish Council would urge you 

to support them trying to prevent any 

more deterioration to the pavement. 

You will all be aware it is getting very 

worn and broken and the cars are 

gradually this making this worse. 

Thank you for your co operation    

http://www.somerford.org/
mailto:jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


