
Somerford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
 
Minutes from the meeting held at Davenport Chapel on 30th July 2015 
 

Present - Councillor S Kenyon,  Mrs Ruth Langhorn, Mr N Buckley, Mrs H Brough, Mr J Maginess, 
Ms Julie Brown and Mrs Lucy Hughes (CCA).  
Apologies – Mr M Harnett and Mrs Julie Mason.  
No members of the public present.   
  

Minutes of the last 
meeting. 

 The minutes were approved 
Matters Arising:- 

• Area Designation. Following this JB had started to 
pursue technical assistance funding but was awaiting a 
response from Sam Rozillo at Locality 

• Landowners consultation: other members had 
suggested various names to RL (other issues dealt with 
under the agenda item). 

• Meetings with Tom Evans: TE could not attend evening 
meetings but had offered daytime meetings at 
Westfields. SK said that these would have to be  
Thursday or Friday if she is to attend. 

 
Progress against plan.  • RL confirmed that we were making sufficient progress 

against the plan and all new activities had been started 
(but noted that a Residents Forum would probably not 
be required) 

 
Landowners questionnaire • RL reported that she had sent 12 out and would be 

sending more. 
• RL intended to do follow up contacts by phone and 

email . 
• One issue was that for some of the names suggested 

she did not have addresses. It was suggested that 
perhaps she could get these from the electoral role 
and that JM might be able to assist with this. RL to 
check with JM.                                                                   RL 

Website • RL reported that she had had to get the developer to 
reinstate some of the content that he had removed 
and include other content but that it was still on 
schedule for completion by 1st August 

Vision and Objectives • Visions and Objectives needed to be finalised by 14th 
August 

ALL 
Lucy Hughes CCA – Update 
of Policies 

• LH had produced an overall assessment and proposed 
changes for all policy areas. These had been sent to SK 
for onward distribution but due to email problems not 
all members seemed to have received them. SK to re-
forward.                                                                            SK 

• Generally LH’s comments were to the effect that there 
were too many policies and that they could be merged 



into a smaller number – the changes proposed 
reflected this approach 

• RL commented that she had difficulty making the 
changes in the way proposed since she could not then 
track the policies back to objectives. 

• After extensive debate it was agreed that working 
meetings of the group were required to resolve the 
issue with LH in attendance to facilitate. Meetings to 
be held on Monday 3rd August and Friday 7th August. 
The first would focus primarily on Housing and Design. 

 
Housing Needs Survey • NB reported that following enquiries to Tom Evans he 

had received explicit email confirmation that a Housing 
Needs Survey, which is primarily aimed at identifying 
the need for affordable housing, is not a mandatory 
requirement for ensuring the soundness of a 
Neighbourhood Plan. It would only be required if 
evidence was being sought for the development of 
policies on affordable housing. 

• RL expressed reservations about not doing an HNS but 
it was agreed that one would not be carried out at this 
time. 

• LH noted that a Housing Character Assessment would 
be useful in developing policies. JB recalled that Jay 
Ashall Associates had produced something similar on 
behalf of Somerford PC in response to the Local Plan. 
JB to forward to LH (cc All) for assessment of its 
suitability                                                                            JB 

   
Cheese and Wine Evening 
14/08/15 

• Newsletter containing the invitation together with the  
flyer for the Parish Council meeting had been 
distributed. RL noted with thanks that these had been 
printed by SH. 

• JM is organising the wine. Measures will be put in 
place to ensure none is consumed by minors  

• SK to collect 72wine glasses on the Thursday and RL to 
return them on the Monday                                    SK,RL 

 
Landscape Character 
Assessment Report 

• Requires funding. It was noted that this could come 
from Locality Technical Support or Cheshire East 
Council grant (which should now be available following 
area designation) , whichever is obtained sooner. 

 
• Finance • An update will be provided at the next meeting 

following submission of expenditure details to JM 
• RSPB land • SK reported that the RSPB project manager had 

contacted her offering an update on progress. 
• HB reported that John Nuttall had been in contact to 

say that he did not support encouragement of dog 
walkers nor was he keen on a community orchard 
since he could not contribute time to its  maintenance 



• Neighbourhood Plan - 
         Professional Support  

• LH noted that Gladman had challenged the validity of  
a number of Neighbourhood plans in Cheshire East 
Council on the basis of when the Strategic 
Environmental Assessments were carried out  in 
relation to the consultation process. She understood 
that Cheshire East Council were rejecting this 
challenge .   

• AOB • RL presented the Consultation documents that she was 
assembling for LH to advise on its appropriateness and 
completeness. The documentation included 
questionnaires and the results and additional  
comments received together with a statement of 
community involvement and lists of meetings and 
events. LH said that she felt that it constituted all that 
was necessary. 

• RL requested members to provide her with notes of 
working group meetings.                                          ALL 

• Next meeting  • TBA 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm 

 
 


