
Somerford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
 
Minutes from the meeting held at 24 Blackfirs Lane on 25th February 2016 
 

Present - Councillor S Kenyon (SK), Councillor H Brough (HB), Councillor M Harnett (MH), Mr 
Jonathan Maginness (JonM), Mr Nigel Buckley (NB), Mr Glyn Wakefield  
 
Apologies – Mrs Julie Mason, Mrs Julie Brown  
  
 
  

Minutes of the last meeting • The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 

Landscape Character 
Assessment Report 

• An updated version of the LCA was discussed. A 
number of additions/typos were pointed out, yet it was 
agreed that the additions made by Hannah Barter 
(Urban Vision) had brought the document to a good 
standard to be of use to us. Jon M was going to work 
with Hannah to complete the document, and would 
update members once more progress had been made.  

• Action: Jon M to clarify with Hannah about several 
queries on the document.   

• As the LCA is a large doc, a suggestion was made to use 
‘We Transfer’ website, which allows the transfer of 
such documents to other emails.  

  
Village Green JR update • HB updated the group on the Village Green JR. Overall 

the case was largely in the balance and a decision 
would be made within the coming weeks.  

Finance • SK updated that we had been approved a £14K grant 
for the Neighbourhood Plan, and that the £5315 
already spent would be taken off this figure. Lucy 
Hughes (Locality) and Hannah Barter (Urban Vision) had 
previously provided costing sheets for their services. It 
was discussed briefly who we would use for what and 
the costs of each. It was agreed that the housing and 
housing policies section were still of most concern in 
terms of clarity, and so would require the most level of 
assistance. JB and SK would be discussing the matter of 
finance further over the new weekend 
 

CEC local plan update • NB gave a summary of the additions to the updated 
Local Plan. SL6 area was now a ‘Strategic Site’ rather 
than location which essentially meant it now had a 
fixed boundary, and had been given a new name 
‘CS44’. The original figure for Somerford to provide for 
500 new homes, had now been changed to 750.  



RSPB  • No new info. The next meeting was due on Friday 26th 
Feb. 

Progress to date against 
the plan 

• The project plan was discussed. NB had been 
attempting to combine the project plan from Locality 
along with our own, but it was a working progress at 
the moment.  

• NP Progress: it was agreed that the current workload 
was a priority to get completed before further work 
was attempted at writing the NP.  
 

AOB • SK had emailed Shaun (Website) to place a letter about 
the results of the housing needs survey on the NP 
website, so as to inform the community prior to the PC 
meeting on Mon 29th Feb.  
 

Next meeting: • Thursday 24th March, 7pm at Keepers Nook (SK) 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.05pm 


