
Somerford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
 
Minutes from the meeting held at Keepers Nook on 24th March 2016 
 

Present - Councillor S Kenyon (SK), Councillor H Brough (HB), Councillor M Harnett (MH), Mr 
Jonathan Maginness (JonM), Mr Nigel Buckley (NB), Mrs Julie Brown (JB) 
 
Apologies – Mrs Julie Mason, Mr Glyn Wakefield  
  
 
  

Minutes of the last meeting • The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 

Landscape Character 
Assessment Report 

• Jon M had been working on an updated version of the 
LCA and reported on a meeting with Hannah Barter 
(Urban Vision). Hannah would take a look at this 
updated version and edit it in time for a further 
meeting in mid-April. 

• Action: NB to chase up Tom Evans (CEC) as to why a 
pre-mentioned LCA toolkit had not been made 
available online.  

• Action: MH to try and make the revised LCA document 
accessible to members at it was currently too large in 
size for emails etc. 

Village Green JR update • The decision on the JR had been released previously 
with the side on the Village Green application coming 
out the ‘victors’. All members were very pleased with 
the outcome.  

Finance • SK and JB had discussed the matter of the groups 
finance at a meeting the previous week.  

• There were still complications/unclear matters as to 
how we acquire the appropriate funding amounts from 
the website application, due to only being able to apply 
for £9K at a time (with our grant being £15K total and 
having already spent ca. £5.5K). Despite this however, 
it was thought not to be an issue with us getting the 
grant funds eventually. 

• Action: JonM to email Hannah Barter to let her know 
that the grant money we have left will not cover all the 
proposed costing she had written up, and so we are 
currently deciding on how to allocate her time. 

CEC local plan update • NB discussed the matter of S106 agreements – only 5 
are allowed to be requested from developers in the 
area of SL6, which at a max of £1m each would only 
total £5mill – far less than the ca. £30m needed with 
the supplementary £45m from central government.  

• There will be a meeting on the 9th April to gather views 
of Somerford residents on the Local Plan, so as to 
inform what position/decisions the SPC stand on it.  



RSPB land • Helen updated the group on a meeting held on 26th Feb 
2016 – Joanne Wilkes (RSPB) and Jonathan Bloor 
(Richborough Estates) were present.  

• A planning statement from the meeting was shown to 
members, regarding the nature reserve which is to be 
built on the land.  

• No map as yet has been provided by the RSPB showing 
the overall design of the land. 

• Shared maintenance costs might be put in place on the 
land, where Richborough may need to pay to have 
hedges maintained, yet this would be dependent on 
the positioning of the hedges with regards both the 
housing development and the nature reserve.  

• Next RSPB meeting possibly on 8th April, depending on 
when the application goes in.  

Progress to date against 
the plan 

• The project plan was discussed.  
• Action: JonM to ask Hannah Barter what we need to 

have ready/complete to be at Regulation 14 stage of 
our NP.  

• Action: JonM also to ask Hannah what the scope for 
her help with our housing policies – despite not 
knowing 100% if we have the money (because we 
haven’t finished the grant app). Mention that money 
should be available towards end of April and that the 
plan states we should be at Reg 14 by 16th May, so we 
would need her help before this 

• Action: JonM also to ask Hannah – should we require 
her help, would she be available to attend a meeting on 
13th April.  

AOB • The Housing Needs Assessment recently produced by 
AECOME was discussed. SK went through notes she had 
made on the document. The bottom line was that the 
assessment suggested Somerford will need 29 homes 
(as opposed the 750 announced in the emerging Local 
Plan).  

• Action: ALL – members to look over the AECOM HNA 
and email comments to Jesse Honey (AECOM – SK to 
forward email to members) so that he could address 
any issues with it in time for a meeting on 1st April – to 
be held at  
 

Next meeting: • Thursday 13th April, 7pm at 24 Blackfirs Lane 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.15pm 


