
Somerford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
 
Minutes from the meeting with Tom Evans (CEC) on 22/09/16 at 11am to discuss draft 
policies document. Meeting lasted 1hour 15 mins.  
 
Present - Mr Jonathan Maginness (JonM), Councillor H Brough (HB), Tom Evans (CEC), Hannah 
Barter and David Chetwyn of Urban Vision  
 
 
 

Meeting 
with CEC 
to discuss 
policies 

• The draft policy document had previously been sent to Tom Evans to 
look over prior to the meeting. 

• The policies were discussed in their order on the document. 
• Overall, Tom Evans agreed with the majority of the policies within the 

document. 
• For the Local Green Space designation (to which we had stated 5 areas), 

Tom said that he would produce some maps for the group if he was 
given the outline of the areas on a plan.  

• Action: JonM - At the end of the meeting, Tom printed out A3 sheets of 
the Somerford NP area which JonM would highlight the areas on and 
send them back to Tom so that he could produce the maps.  

• Employment policies - Tom had no additional comments on these, 
saying that they looked ‘fine’. The site CS44 has now had a change of 
name, which needs updating in the policy document.  

• Community Facilities – Tom suggested a map was needed of these 
facilities. Tom said that the policies on grass verges would be hard to 
back up in planning terms, unless they were specifically designated – 
something to discuss at the next meeting if we wish to highlight specific 
verges for protection.  

• Housing mix – Tom said that leaving the minimum number of houses to 
require a mix at 5 may get questioned at examination but mentioned 
that other cases have passed with similar numbers. David Chetwyn 
suggested leaving this figure as 5, as during examination this number 
would likely be just modified rather than stricken out completely (if 5 
was considered too low).  

• Tom suggested additional information could be added to the 
explanatory text to mention that gardens of houses in the parish were 
typically large in size.  

• Design – for policy D1 (Urban Design) – Tom suggested adding an 
additional point 15 to include mention of having ‘careful transitioning 
between housing and the countryside’ – i.e. so that housing merged 
better with their surroundings.  

• Nature and Conservation – Policy N1: Tom said that where ‘greenlinks’ 
have been mentioned, a map will be needed to identify these – this 
could be discussed at next meeting.  

• Tom mentioned that the Link Road may conflict with some of the sites 
on the ‘9 sensitive landscapes’. 

• Heritage – Archaeology. It was discussed whether the policies referred 
to specific archaeology sites identified or if there were other sites in the 



parish – if so there would need to be additional information/evidence 
to back these.  

• Traffic – Tom agreed on all points. 
• Traffic Policy T1 – David suggested point 9 ‘Addressing the design 

requirements of Policy D1’ be taken out and included in the explanatory 
text. 

• CS44 (newname?) – Tom was fine with policy CUE2. 
• CS44 – Tom challenged the policies CUE1 and CUE3:  

- For CUE1, Tom stated that CECs position stood on the plot of land 
marked for development outside the link road, saying that it was 
required to help fund the Road and that they would not back down 
on it. 

- For CUE3, the policies limiting annual development of houses in 
CS44 would not be viable according to both Tom and David, as once 
sites were agreed upon for development, the amount of control 
over the building rates is hard to enforce. 

• After the meeting with Tom, David suggested scrapping policies CUE1 
and CUE3 and re-writing the section to focus on an ‘infrastructure 
approach’ where developers would be required to adhere to a checklist 
formula where increases in housing development in the area would be 
marked against – i.e. homes should only go ahead if the parish had [X] 
infrastructure in place. This may help control the number of homes that 
were developed, as the policy would require the developer to consider 
what infrastructure was in place before they built too many homes on a 
plot. David would write up a draft policy for this to be considered at the 
next meeting. 

Next 
meeting: 

• 6th October, 7pm at Keepers Nook 

 
 


