
Somerford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
 
Minutes from the meeting held at Davenport Chapel on 16th  April 2015 
 

 Present - Councillor S Kenyon, Ms Julie Brown, Mrs Ruth Langhorn, Mr N Buckley, Mrs H Brough, 

Mr M Harnett, Mr J Maginess and Mr David Crain.  
Apologies – Councillor S Hughes and  Mrs Julie Mason. Councillor P Crompton has resigned from the 
Steering Group. 
NB Mr C Batchelor although not appointed.  
 
No members of the public present.   
  

Matters arising from the 
minutes. 

 No new matters arising. The minutes were agreed. 
 

Consultation Event 25th 
April  

 RL said that rather than send a list of stationery for SK 
to action she would do it herself early in the coming 
week.  

RL 

 MH agreed to organise catering arrangements 

 Display Board explanation – HB supported by NB 

 Doorway and registration – RL’s husband 

 Catering on the day – HB/RL/SK 

 Fielding questions – NB 

 RL requested that members take note of what 
additional questions for the questionnaire arise at the 
event 

ALL  

History of Assets   HB has now produced this. 
 

RSPB Meeting  HB and RL reported on a useful meeting with RSPB 
where HB had had the opportunity to express 
residents’ feelings about the appropriateness of RSPB 
adhering to the spirit of the late Mrs Read’s will.  RSPB 
had requested that resident’s suggestions be put in a 
letter. Members agreed that this was a matter for SPC 
and residents rather than the NP Steering Group since 
it should not form part of the NP consultation at this 
stage.   

HB & RL 

Meeting with Tom Evans 
re Area Designation 

 RL reported on the meeting and that TE had stated 
that a broad corridor for the Link Road commensurate 
with a strategic asset would be excluded unless the 
SPC provide a written undertaken not to plan 
developments or other assets which would obstruct its 
path. It was agreed that further clarification and 
consideration be given before this undertaking was 
given. One of the issue to be considered is whether we 
request a reciprocal condition that SL6 should not 
extend beyond the Link Road. 

 



Funding Application  SK reported that she and JB had done further work on 
filling out the various sections on the form. The 
answers for two questions were still to be resolved. 
These were then agreed with members present: we 
would not allocate sites; we would specify (a small 
number of) additional houses above the LP –this would 
allow us to access additional technical expertise. 

 The website quote had been obtained. 

 Lucy Hughes had provided a quote for the first 20 
hours of the CSA consultation 

 SK and JB would meet Lucy Hughes early in the coming 
week for her to check the application and advise on 
the consultation scope and costs.   

SK & JB   

Communications   RL had circulated her collation of the responses to the 
first questionnaire and requested that all should give 
consideration to the formulation of the questions for 
the next one. These should be emailed to her by 29th 
April. 

ALL 

 MH would print and distribute to RL to give to 
members to finalise the delivery plan.   

MH , RL and all members before 6.4.15 

Working Group Progress  Traffic: DC agreed to head the working group – as a 
new member he needed to familiarise himself with the 
task. 

 Environmental Assessment: JM said that he had 
familiarised himself with the relevant policies and 
clarified the likely timescale for the screening process 

 Employment: JB and SK confirmed that they would 
undertake leading the workgroup. RL reminded them 
that from the communications planning perspective 
they need to arrange a meeting in June with the 
farmers. 

SK & JB 

 Housing: NB reported that RL and MH had provided 
analysis of housing needs and relevant policies 
respectively. More clarification was needed on the 
analysis of the LP and the implications of the 
requirement for ‘general conformance’ with it in terms 
of housing numbers. He would seek a meeting with 
Tom Evans for himself and RL to clarify.   

NB 

 Finance Report  Because JM was not present, item carried forward to 
the next meeting. 

 Next meeting  It was confirmed the next meeting would be on 5th May  2015 

 
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm 

 
 


