
Somerford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
 
Minutes from the meeting held at Davenport Chapel on 10th December 2015 
 

Present - Councillor S Kenyon, Councillor H Brough, Mr J Maginness, Ms Julie Brown, Mr Nigel 
Buckley.  
 
Apologies – Mrs Julie Mason, Councillor M Harnett 
  
No members of the public present.   
  

Minutes of the last meeting • The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 
• SK welcomed NB back after his travels.  He is willing to 

help where he can but will still have limited time to 
undertake any project work.  We acknowledged this 
and thanked him for whatever he can help with. 
 

Meeting with CEC • SK, HB and JB attended a meeting with CEC – Adrian 
Fisher and Tom Evans – accompanied by HB and DC 
from Urban Vision.  DC advised AF that the NPSC should 
be recognised as a strategic planning partner and as 
such they should share housing numbers etc with us as 
evidence base for our plan.  He acknowledged that the 
strategic and local housing need numbers might be 
different and AF mentioned that housing mix might be 
more important for us to focus on.  As we are situated 
next to Congleton which is the 3rd largest town AF 
expects the ‘need’ to be far in excess of the parish 
need.  DC emphasised the need for CEC to share their 
evidence base with us and AF agreed to share their 
master plan but stressed it was still work in progress.  
AF pointed out that NPs alone cannot halt development 
and said they have had more appeals than anyone else 
but this is due (as pointed out by JB) to CEC having no 
neighbourhood plans adopted yet.  DC stressed there 
needs to be ongoing dialogue between CEC and NPSC 
so the plans accord with each other.  When JB pointed 
out that she had been left with no option but to 
request a copy of the master plan under the FOI Act, 
and been refused, AF apologised  and implied that 
things will change following recent events. 

• We need to share evidence 
• Have a 2-way dialogue 
• Offer CEC housing numbers shown by our survey 
• Land to the north of the link road causing a conundrum 
• HB pointed out that there is no need for so much 

employment land as existing units are not being filled 
and the proposed sites are too close to residential 
areas.  She advised AF that as a business owner she had 
not been consulted on the employment proposals and 



nor had others that she knows of. 
• AF said he would get housing numbers to SK before this 

meeting but had failed to do so. 
• It was agreed that NPSC would send comments on the 

master plan to AF and NB agreed to draft this. 
• Follow up meeting arranged for 12th Jan at 10am 

 
Website • SK had arranged for the web designer to update the 

site with missing documents and will attempt to sort 
out how to do this herself in future.  We ideally still 
need someone with IT knowledge who will manage the 
site for us. 

• JM to please add this to the agenda for the next PC 
meeting 
  

Housing needs survey • 37 surveys had been returned as at the date of the 
meeting. 

• Lucy agreed following the CEC meeting that if she got 
the surveys by 4/1/16 the analysis could be done or at 
least virtually finished by the next meeting on 7th Jan. 

Landscape Character 
Assessment 

• A skype call is scheduled for 17th December at 11am for 
HB  to update us as to progress.  JB, SK and JMG will 
take part. 

Finance  • SK and JB will investigate with HB when we should 
apply for the next package of technical help.   

• The time period has changed from when we first 
applied.  It was definitely not stated anywhere that the 
£8000 was over 3 years but the wording on the site has 
now changed to make it clear that it is a one-off grant 
of £8000 over 3 years so once we have applied for the 
balance of grant money that will be the last of it and 
this will not cover the remainder of costs for the plan. 

• Perhaps we could look at borrowing from CEC against 
our increased precept if the finance runs out.   
 
 

RSPB  • RE are to send out a leaflet to approx 1400 houses in 
the vicinity of the land on 17/18 December with info 
about Phase II and will attend the next PC meeting to 
present an update. 
 

AOB SK wished everyone a Happy Christmas and thanked them all 
for their hard work to date. 
 

Next meeting: 7pm, Thursday 7th January 2016 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.00pm 


