
Somerford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
 
Minutes from the meeting held at Davenport Chapel on 7th January 2016 
 

Present - Councillor S Kenyon, Councillor H Brough, Mr J Maginness, Mr Nigel Buckley , Mrs Lucy 
Hughes (CCA), Hannah Barter (Urban Vision) 
 
Apologies – Mrs Julie Mason, Councillor M Harnett 
  
No members of the public present.   
  

Minutes of the last meeting • The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 

Landscape Character 
Assessment 

• Hannah Baeter presented the draft LCA. Together with 
the presentation she also handed out a spread sheet 
that summarised, for each 9 areas designated within 
the LCA, the Landscape Quality, Sensitivity to change, 
Constraints and Opportunities. HB also provided a 
separate map that pin-pointed areas that might be at 
risk of development and requested guidance on 
whether this should be made part of the LCA. It was 
agreed by the Steering Group that it should be. 

• During the course of the presentation a variety of 
comments and requests for expansion or amendment 
of the draft were made. The principal ones that HB 
agreed to  action  included but were not limited to the 
following:- 

o Page 5 : replace ‘what we have made ourselves 
concerned with’ 

o Page 6: change the name embedded within the 
map from ‘proposed area’.  HB to request a 
new map from Tom Evans if required. 

o Page 11 # 7: Note that North of R5 is outside 
the parish; remove this and all other refrences 
to ‘horsiculture’ and use equestrian . #9 
:change ‘ruined’ to ‘derelict’. 

o Page12: correct reference to Blackfirs Road 
rather than Lane. 

o Page 13: correct reference to Somerton  Hall 
rather than Somerford. 

o Page16: the SHLAA version date should be 
stated. 

o Page 17: Area 9 should make reference to ‘the 
mound that was formerly designated as a burial 
site’. 

 
 
  



Meeting with CEC • Attendees for meeting arranged for 12th Jan at 10am 
confirmed as: JMcG, JB, HB, Hannah Barter and Lucy 
Hughes. 
 

Website • SK reported that Steve had been helpful in explaining 
how to add additional docs. We still needed more help 
in its administration but had received no offers from 
within the parish. HB volunteered to ask Peter 
Langhorn. 
 

Housing needs survey • Lucy Hughes presented the analysis of the HNS 
produced by CCA. Key points were that the overall 
response level had been good at 32.5% and that the 
breakdown of respondents by age group closely 
mirrored the population data from the 2011 census. 

Finance  • SK reported that an end of grant report was required 
and this needed amounts and invoice numbers to be 
provided. The date for this needed confirmation but SK 
would action on return from her holiday. SK to request 
the data from Julie M.  

• SK and JB were preparing to request the next tranche 
of technical assistance but needed to get the web link 
from Dave Chapman. 
 
 

RSPB  • HB met Chris Woolmer on 11/12 but he informed her 
that he is leaving the RSPB for the National Trust. 
Contacts with us on behalf of RSPB will be taken over 
by Joanne Gilks, his manager. We are still awaiting 
heads of terms from RSPB. A topographical survey has 
been requested and is awaited. Richborough and RSPB 
are due to present to SPC on Monday 18h January and 
the SPC committee will be carrying out an open day at 
Blackfirs School to consult the general public on the use 
of the land allocated to the parish.  
 

Progress to date against 
the plan 

• Hannah Barter provided a Neighbourhood Plan Project 
Planner spreadsheet. Although this shows a 7-month 
slippage against our original plan she commented that 
this was good compared to the average and particularly 
so considering matters outside our control –primarily 
CEC’s delay in agreeing our area designation. 

Next meeting: 7pm, Thursday 28th January 2016 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm 


