
Somerford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
 
Minutes from the meeting held at Davenport Chapel on 4th June 2015 
 

Present - Councillor S Kenyon, Ms Julie Brown, Mrs Ruth Langhorn, Mr N Buckley,Mr J Maginness 

and Mrs H Brough 
 
Apologies – Mr Matt Harnett, Mrs Julie Mason, Councillor S Hughes, and Mr D Craine 
 
Ms Lucy Hughes  was also present for the duration 
 

Matters arising from the 
minutes. 

Minutes were not agreed upon - comments would be given to 
JM to alter prior to next meeting. 

 

Project Plan update  The next stages were discussed to ensure progress with the 
plan.  

 Cream Tea Event on Saturday 20th June. Various 
members agreed to bring along cakes. Flyers were 
handed to members to distribute along usual delivery 
routes by Sat 6th June. Jon M agreed to take on JMs 
delivery route. 

 NP designation area still in hands of CEC; JB would 
contact Fiona Bruce regarding the holdup. It was also 
agreed to involve the Somerford PC on the matter.  

Survey results  RL, JM and MH had worked on compiling the answers 
into a summary.  

 Prizes for survey returns were chosen by random 
selection: 

 £15 M&S voucher – Janet and Peter Nelson 

 £10 cash – Marsden 

 Ruth agreed to phone the lucky winners 

Letter to Tom Evans from 
Parish Council 

 No reply yet 

Houses on Holmes Chapel 
Road 

 Details on 8th June meeting regarding this were 
unclear. JB agreed to clarify with JM about when and 
where the meeting would take place. JB would attach 
a note to the afternoon tea flyers distributed down 
HCR regarding this. 

Business Consultation 
event 

 Business Consultation event on the 28th May: SK 
reported a good reception and turnout with 12 
separate businesses sending representatives. Key 
views included; improved bridleways around 
Somerford, improved broadband and general business 
facilities. 

 JB agreed to send RL a list of the consultees invited to 
the consultationto clarify which developers had been 
notified. 

Funding Application  Money had not been received yet. SK would update 
members on the ~£7K funding being transferred to the 
bank account.  



Website   Still no progress due to funding application not yet 
being approved. 

Landscape character 
assessment 

 Lucy commented that this was probably not necessary, 
partly due to the small size of the Parish, but also 
noted that other NP groups had conducted one – 
Sandbach used it to assess the type/style of housing 
which was characteristic of their area. The assessment 
would be costly (possibly £4000). It was neither agreed 
nor disagreed upon at this stage but views from the 
group were generally against opting for one. 

Housing   NB and RL had previously discussed this matter 

 It was thought that a housing survey might be needed 
– a standard survey could be sent out to see what 
people think of housing needs in Somerford. 

 Lucy suggested asking in the survey about the size of 
homes people would agree/disagree on having. 

 RL suggested the survey be sent out in July 2015. 

 RL would send out messages to various community 
groups (schools, Cheshire Wildlife Trust etc) to inquire 
about their thoughts and possible constraints on how 
the increasing housing numbers would affect them.  

Vision and objectives  Group members would work on writing brief 
objectives for their respective working group areas 
over the next 2 weeks. 

Finance Report  No update, carry over to next meeting 

AOB  JB and SK would decide upon action to take with Mr 
Pear (?) 

 Lucy was added to the email list for the Steering 
Group. 

 Lucy said she would attend the meeting on 16th June 

Next meeting   16thTuesday June 

 
The meeting closed at 9.05pm 


