
Somerford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
 
Minutes from the meeting held at 24 Blackfirs Lane on 1st February 2016 
 

Present - Councillor S Kenyon (SK), Councillor H Brough (HB), Mr Jonathan Maginness (JonM), Mr 

Nigel Buckley (NB), Mrs Julie Brown (JB), Mrs Lucy Hughes (CCA),  
 
Members of the public present: Mr Glyn Wakefield  
 
Apologies – Mrs Julie Mason, Councillor M Harnett 
  
 
  

Minutes of the last meeting  The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 

Welcome meeting visitor   Mr Glyn Wakefield, who was present and had 
expressed an interest in joining the group, was 
welcome by members. 

Landscape Character 
Assessment Report 

 The final version of the LCA was discussed. Members 
felt that the document was not up to the standard of 
other examples of LCAs yet agreed it was a useful 
addition for the evidence base for the policies. A part of 
the document (appendix 6 and 7) were missing, Action: 
JonM to chase this up with Hannah Barter. Hannah was 
also going to post hard copies of the documents to 
JonM within the next week or so.  

  

Meeting with CEC  Notes of the meeting with CEC on 12th Jan at 10am 
were summarised by JB. Action: JB to send notes in 
electronic form to members.  

 In brief, the meeting was held by Mr Tom Evans (in 
absence of Mr Adrian Fisher) who did not disclose clear 
indication of the housing numbers the parish was 
expected to take.  

 It was mentioned in the meeting that amended housing 
numbers across Cheshire East were due to be released 
on 10th Feb 2016.  

 The situation with residents on the caravan park in the 
parish was discussed at the meeting. Clarification was 
still needed to find how many of those were considered 
permanent residents and thus would require to be 
consulted with. Action: JonM agreed to inquire at the 
parks reception to find these figures –  
 



Housing needs survey  Lucy Hughes mentioned that further work on the 
survey could not be undertaken until there was 
clarification over the permanent resident numbers at 
the caravan park (see above). 
 

Inspectors Reports  Lucy Hughes gave a summary of Audlem and Sandbach 
NP Inspectors Reports – she would circulate the 
detailed version of her notes to members. 

Finance   SK reported that around £5000 had been spent so far of 
the total fund. It was estimated about £1000 would be 
sent back.  

 Potential future costs were discussed. Members were 
to think about and consider these possible costs so they 
could be accounted for at the next funding application. 
 

RSPB   HB met with the new project manager of the RSPB; Ms 
Joanne Gillkes, on Fri 29th Jan 2016. The meeting was 
very productive with no cause for concern. 

 Monetary grants to look after and maintain the land 
would only be given to SPC if planning permission was 
given for the rest of the land.  

 £20-25K would be provided as setting up costs, with up 
to a further £50K later for maintenance of the land.  

 Joanne had mentioned there were still several 
questions which she still had to acquire answers to 
from Richborough Estates. 
 

Progress to date against 
the plan 

 The project plan was discussed. Action: NB would take 
up the task of updating the plan. Action: JB would 
circulate an updated version of Hannah Barters project 
plan. Action: JonM would circle the last updated 
version of the NP project plan. 
 

AOB  The letter from CEC concerning the Neighbourhood 
Planning Event on 4th March 2016 was discussed.  

 Lucy Hughes would email her thoughts on it.  

 Action: JB to confirm that 2 members would attend the 
meeting, who exactly would be discussed at the next 
meeting 
 

Next meeting:  Thursday 25th February 2016 – at 24 Blackfirs Lane 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm 


