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SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 20th January 2014 at The Schoolroom, Davenport 
Chapel. 
 
 
Public Forum    
There were 6 members of the public present.  
   
Declaration of Interest 
A dispensation was completed by Councillor G Bell, Councillor K Wainwright, Councillor D Topping and 
Councillor S Hughes in order to discuss the link road. 
Councillor G Bell planning application 13/4738C.  
 
01/14 Present   
Councillor P Crompton (Chairman), Councillor S Broome, (Vice Chairman), Councillor D Topping, 
Councillor E Porter, Councillor K Wainwright, Councillor S Hughes, Councillor G Bell and Councillor J 
Wray (Cheshire East)  
 
02/14 Apologies   None. 
 
03/14 Minutes.  
Resolved That the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 2nd December 2013 having been circulated 
be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
04/14 Planning Application Circulation 
Resolved  Council members would email all members and the Clerk before they went away.  Councillors 
would be more aware of deadline dates and the clerk would email members with new planning application 
numbers on receipt.  
 
05/14 Planning Applications 
13/4738C Removal of condition 4 on approved application 13/0713C alteration of an extension of 
bungalow 9 Chelford Road, Somerford CW12 4QD 
Resolved No Objection 
13/5032C Reserved matters for the appearance of two dwellings, scale and landscaping. Land at Green 
Farm, Chelford Road, Somerford CW12 4QD 
Resolved No Objection 
13/5133C Access scale and appearance of the dwelling and landscaping and layout of site (reserved 
Matters), Land adjacent to 3 Chelford Road, Somerford CW12 4QD 
Resolved No Objection 
13/5206C  Proposed dwelling and garage, Green Tree Farm, 2 Chelford Road, Somerford. 
Resolved No Objection  
13/5215C Extn to school sports hall and demolition of mobiles, Congleton High School, Box Lane, 
Congleton, CW12 4NS.  
Resolved No Objection  
 
Update on 12/380C Rose Cottages appeal 16.01.14 from Councillor A Lindsay from BPC.  
The inquiry closed for public sessions on 17.1.14. There was a site visit and inspector saw relevant 
issues, it was noon so it was light but traffic was quite busy. The inspector saw the narrow pavements, 
the character of the area at the west end (past Ivy house) and Brereton Heath Lane. She also saw how 
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much of the site is outside the infill boundary line and the closeness of the local nature reserve and area 
of biological importance. The three parties (Including BPC) made closing statements. 
 
CEC had withdrawn their assertion that they had a 5 year supply of deliverable housing and Bloor 
dropped their costs claim. CEC accepted the Sedgefield method of backlog recovery for the purposes of 
this inquiry so the parties agreed 7875 houses are needed in the next 5 years. CEC didn't say if they 
agreed with a 5% or 20% supply buffer (9,000 houses).  
The inspector wants a more definite statement of how short CEC are of the 5 years. So what is left is for 
CEC and Bloor Homes is to meet an agree two things; i) to set out jointly the appellants and council 
position on the buffer figure ii) to explain the ranges that CEC have derived from the two recent inspector 
reports. This has to be done by 31 January. The appeal will then close on 4 February and there should be 
a decision by mid March. 
 
Planning Seminar 6.12.13 attended by Councillor G Bell and the Clerk. 
GB and the Clerk fed back the recent meeting conducted by CE and CHALC and the notes were placed 
in the post box. 
 
SPRAG 
Councillor E Porter updated the Council about the recent avoidance of CE to hear the planning 
application 13/2746C at the SPB on 8.01.14. The case officer Ms Sue Orell explained there was still 
insufficient information for the case to be heard.   
Resolved due to the fact that the applicant can appeal after 16 weeks no determination and the 
application was dated 22.08.13 the Clerk would write to Mr A Fisher regarding concerns from the PC. 
 
Village Green Application 
Councillor G Bell updated the PC - the application had received 2 objections, from the highways at CE 
and RE. They were pursuing copies of the objections. 
John Wray offered support with retrieving the copies from CE. 
 
06/14  Highways  
Speed Display Unit 
The SDU had been in use on A54 within the 40mph zone since 10.01.14. It had been facing both towards 
Holmes Chapel and Congleton. The data was being collated and Councillor S Broome and the Clerk 
would arrange a date to train to retrieve data with Odd Rode Parish Council. 
 
The A54 Holmes Chapel Road outside Keepers Nook to Moss Lane had deteriorated due to wet weather. 
There was a similar situation on Back Lane in Somerford.  
Councillor D Topping would take this further.  
It was noted there had been a bad car accident on Blackfirs Lane on 14.01.14 where a car had skidded 
on the ice and over turned, fortunately the driver was not hurt. 
 
Congleton Link Road 
Councillors SB, GB and SH had attended a consultation meeting about the link road on Monday 2.12.13. 
Feedback was given to the Council. 
There will be a consultation evening where the public can attend on 27.01.14 at Somerford Park Farm. 
Most of the landowners had been visited and the options discussed. There were four different routes 
proposed. The attendees at the meeting will be: Councillor David Brown (Cheshire East Council Deputy 
Leader), Paul Griffiths (Cheshire East Highways Transport Officer) and Peter Shaw (Jacobs Highway 
Engineer). 
The Council compiled a list of questions to be asked at the meeting and if members had any other ideas 
they were to be e mailed to the Clerk. 
 
The Parish Boundary  
The Chairman had written to Ms J Weaver at CHALC about the proposed changes to the CTC boundary 
line into Somerford Parish. It had been acknowledged that no changes could happen unless they were 
taken to the boundary commission regardless of CE Council view point. On 23.04.13 in the Parish 
Boundary review, Section 6 changed and the review has been postponed until 2018.   
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07/14 Accounts  
To note the balance of account is £4,442.88 
 
Payments 

 £40.00 CHALC Councillor G Bell Planning Seminar 06.12.13 

 £524.54 CPC ( Clerks salary from Sept to Dec) 

 £113.80 Clerks expenses 

 £20.80 Congleton Chronicle (advert for Congleton Link road) 

 £15.00 CPC (NALC Publication 2013)  
 
 
NB; payment will be required for Somerford Park Farm to rent the venue for 27.01.14.  
 
Receipts 
 

 Nil  
 
Resolved    the above payments be signed for and accepted as a true and accurate record. 
 

08/14 Matters raised by members 
Nothing to report.  

 
09/14 Clerks Report  
There was a CPRE/CHALC planning seminar on 8.2.14. 
Councillor G Bell would attend. 

 
 
 
10/ 14 It was to be noted the next meeting was on the 3rd March 2014 at 7.30pm in Davenport 
Chapel. 
 
NB Congleton Link Road consultation was on the 27th January 2014 at 7.00pm @ Somerford Park 
Farm. 
 
The meeting concluded business at 9.05 pm.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



4 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 




