
SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 25th April 2015 at Blackfirs Primary 

School at 1pm.  

Present :   Councillor G Bell who chaired the meeting, Councillor S Kenyon, Councillor K 

Wainwright, Councillor D Topping (arrived late), Councillor S Hughes and the Clerk.  

Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group Committee : Mrs H Brough, Ms J Brown, Mr N 

Bulkley, Mr M Hartnett, Mrs R Langhorn plus two Parish Councillors.  

 26 members of the public attended. 

Apologies:  Councillor P Crompton   

Councillor G Bell welcomed the public and explained the last twelve months financial 

situation.   

The morning  from 10am had been the first public consultation held by the Neighbourhood 

Planning Steering Group.  It had been well attended by approximately 50 members of the 

public.  Councillor G Bell thanked the team for the hard work they had engaged to ensure 

the event was a success.  

The Chairman had lived in Somerford for 35 years had felt the past three years had been the 

most turbulent ever.  The Congleton link road was the biggest threat on the horizon and 

although professed to be needed the effects it would have on Somerford would be 

devastating. The budget was £77 million but he felt this was an under estimation. There had 

been nearly 180 houses approved on the new Loachbrook development and 70 houses 

along Holmes Chapel Road.  Richborough Estates had 170 houses granted on the 

Blackfirs/Chelford Road triangle event.  

The Parish Council had begun the route of appealing against a refusal by Cheshire East for a 

Village Green application.  The Parish Council had financially supported the first stage of the 

Judicial Review and many residents had already contributed which was such excellent news. 

There was still the opportunity to contribute.  

Somerford Parish Council had been let down by Cheshire East tragically by them allowing 

planning designated areas be amended to suit development and now the parish were trying 

to ensure they made the best of the situation.   The Parish had a strong community and they 

were now engaging on a Neighbourhood Plan.  

Mr Tom Evans a principal planning officer from Cheshire East had been invited to speak 

about the Neighbourhood planning process.  He was working closely with Somerford to 

begin the journey of a Neighbourhood Plan.  

 



Mr T Evans  

There were 300,000 houses needed in Great Britain every year but the supply was only at 

140,000 last year. The development of houses was happening all over the country but it was 

unfortunately impacting on many rural areas due tohaving no approved local plan. 

The Local Plan for Cheshire East had not been approved and it was concerning many 
Parishes therefore the Government had granted support funding to help local Councils to 
embark on a neighbourhood plan since 2011.  The Regional Policy had been removed so 
areas needed support with planning policy when applications were submitted. There were 
1,400 communities currently doing a Neighbourhood Plan. It was to be a positive plan for 
the future of the community. The sustainability issues had to be addressed as well as the 
land use within the NP area.  It was a process of engaging with the community and finding 
out what the local people wanted and the changes they could foresee as positive. It was 
submitted then as a draft plan and approved by the local authority but it did have to get 
through a referendum in the community. It could take between 6 months and three years. 
There were 116 active Neighbourhood Plans.  

There were a question and answer session with the public.  

The meeting closed at 2pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

    


