
SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 25th April 2016 at Somerford Park Farm, at 

7.00pm.   

Present :   Councillor G Bell who chaired the meeting, Councillor S Kenyon (arrived at 7.20pm) , 

Councillor K Wainwright, Councillor M Harnett (arrived 7.10pm) ,Councillor S Hughes, Councillor G 

Wakefield, Councillor H Brough, Councillor J Wray Cheshire East and the Clerk.  

4 members of the public attended. 

Apologies:  Nil  

Councillor G Bell welcomed the public and summarised the last twelve months and the evening’s 

agenda.   

The minutes from 25th April 2015 were signed as a true and accurate record.  

 

Presentation from Councillor Rachel Bailey Cheshire East Leader and Mr Paul Griffiths.  

Councillor R Bailey has been a Councillor since May 1998 and a Cheshire East Councillor after the 

shadow elections in May 2008. Rachel was appointed as Safer and Stronger Communities Portfolio 

Holder in 2010.  

She  understood the key topics in Somerford and summarised her position when endeavouring to 

put in place an approved Local Plan to ensure CE did not have unplanned development.  

 The Parish Council challenged the proposal to build a spur road access to the Congleton Link 

Road by using Back Lane rather than direct access from the business park. They felt it would 

create more emissions, was too close to the planned primary school the argument that a 

road through the industrial estate would reduce the land available for employment was 

negated by the fact that the provision of employment land had been reduced by 2 hectares 

against the provision in the submitted version of the local plan. The LP was said to be growth 

lead which was a contradiction to this proposal.  

PG stated there were many constraints and there was little alternative.  

 There had been no consultation with SPC on the Barton Wilmore master plan as claimed in 

the Jacob response to the SPC representations on the link road planning application. SPC 

were aware of, but not invited to a meeting in June 2015 between CE, BW and local 

landowners and had no consultation there after as suggested by Jacobs. In March 2016, SPC 

became aware of the report, submitted by BW to CE in October 2015 by virtue of it being 

published as a document in support of the Local Plan amendments.    

RB wanted to know if there had been other PC’s and TCs involved. She requested written feedback 

to her via the clerk. She emphasised that we all should be as Councillors representing our 

communities and when the opportunity of consultation was available we followed the key policies 

before feeding back and then understanding that the best action was then adhered to after reading 

the feedback. The decision had to be one that was correct after taking the advice and feedback. 

 KW wished to ask about what a neighbour should do if his land was being utilised for a 

compound for machines when building the CLR and he was not in agreement.  RB and PG 

gave advice.  



 GB challenged the previous assurance that there would be no development north of the link 

road.  

RB explained it was a necessity to meet the figure of 2,200 houses.  

 

 There was a discussion about the effect the CLR will have on Padgebury Lane and Wallhill 

Lane.  

PG assured the member’s traffic calming measures would be implemented. It was observed that 

such measures often negatively impacted on residents as opposed to drivers.  

 A question was raised regarding the necessity to provide 5 acres of land on Sandy Lane for 

nature protection  

PG – an EU requirement.  

The Chairman thanked Councillor Bailey and Mr P Griffiths for attending. 

Left at 8.15pm  

 

The Clerk summarised the accounts for 2015/16 and the Chairman stated the Village Green 

application had cost the Parish Council net amount of £4,480.90 the balance being met by the costs 

award . The PC had won the challenge and was now awaiting £35,000 costs from Cheshire East.  

 

Question and Answers  

i) Was there an access to the development on Blackfirs Lane / Chelford Road? 

The blob which represented the SL6 area in the draft local plan document covered a small section of 

the verge adjacent to the triangle that could now be utilised as a trigger event to gain access. There 

was also the possibility of purchasing two houses on Holmes Chapel Road. KW said there was an 

access road, shown on the triangle plans given planning permission by Cheshire East in 2014, she said 

that this road enters the site through the trigger event land. It is the main route through the site, 

entering on Black firs Lane and exiting on to Chelford Road near to Mr N Bell’s house. The Chairman 

disagreed saying as it was only a farm access of 12ft he thought the developers would reject this 

possibility.  

Had any comments from the 70 houses on Holmes Chapel Road on the detailed plan?  

The Parish Council had submitted the relevant comments. 

ii) Councillor M Harnett wished it to be noted 4 vehicles had been broken into on Loachbrook 

on Thursday 21st April although none were damaged and only some loose change taken.  

Councillor J Wray did a report and thanked SPC for their efforts in securing the 9 acres of open space 

from the RSPB. 

 

 

  

The meeting closed at 8.50pm.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

    


