
SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 22nd April 2013 at Davenport School Room. 

Present :   Councillor P Crompton, who chaired the meeting, Councillor C Bailey, Councillor E Porter, Councillor S Broome,  

Councillor K Wainwright, Councillor D Lancake and 38 members of the public. 

Apologies:  Councillor D Topping and Councillor J Wray (Cheshire East).   

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed the public to the Annual meeting.   He introduced Mr Jay Ashall and Ms 

Paula Swift from ‘Jay Ashall Associates’.  

The members of the public and the Council approved the minutes of the last Annual Parish Council Meeting on the 16th 

April 2012.  

There were no matters arising. 

Chairman’s Report  

The Chairman thanked the public for attending and hoped everybody had received their Annual newsletter. The last twelve 

months had seen a dramatic rise in the number of speculative planning applications submitted to Cheshire East for housing 

developments and greedy land owners which has been frightening. However development in the Parish is unsustainable 

whichever way you look at it, there is no shop, no post office, no play area and no public house. The turmoil at current 

government has created over the relaxation of planning laws and the lack of clarity caused by Cheshire East’s strategic 

housing plan has left us vulnerable. Cheshire East’s draft Local Plan was announced and we as a Parish Council have 

responded with what I believe to be a professional well balanced and engaging rebuttal to their designs to drive a link road 

through and to build housing estates on prime agricultural land in our parish. We have employed Jay Ashall Associates  to 

devise a response which has cost the Parish a large amount of money and hence we have increased the precept. The PC 

felt this was a necessary reaction the draft Local plan from Cheshire East.  

The Chairman also made residents aware that the Speed Display Unit had not been ignored or forgotten, funding was 

restricted from Cheshire East and the Fire Service and the s106 monies from the Bloor Homes site had not been allocated 

to a new SDU. The Parish council would pursue the purchase or hire of one in the coming year.  

Lastly the Chairman invited residents to participate in another litter collection on Sunday 12th May as the last one had been 

such a success.  

Financial Report 

The Clerk summarised 2012/13 expenditure and income.  

The Chairman wished Mr Norman Dale to be remembered who had passed away last year. He had been a Parish Councillor 

for 53 years and only ever missed one meeting. There had been a contribution to the British Heart Foundation in 

accordance to his wishes.  

One resident questioned the policy of catching moles on Chelford Road as to whether it was cost effective and a benefit. 

The Chairman replied it was necessary for the grass cutting. 

Presentation from’ Jay Ashall Associates’  (Chartered Artichtects)  

Cheshire Borough Council Local Plan  

The old local plan was discussed from January 2005. Somerford Parish was classed as open countryside.  

SHLAA 

The Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment was discussed in Somerford. The areas of pink, blue and green were 

reviewed.  



New Cheshire East Council Local Plan 

The new draft plan was discussed and the response Somerford had submitted. Paula discussed in detail the response 

Somerford had submitted to Cheshire East. There was a hard copy available with the Clerk and it was available on the 

website. The draft should be approved in December 2013.  

Legal arguments /appeals  

The appeal at Loachbrook Farm was discussed and a current appeal was now being tested on the Draft Local Plan.  

Community and Parish Council rights under the National Planning Policy framework NPPF 

JA discussed options available but he stressed planning policy was changing all the time and very difficult to manage and 

predict the outcome.  

The Chairman summarised that there were currently 140 dwellings in Somerford and an increase of 200 with Loachbrook 

Farm, 6 with Rose Cottages and 11 ( possibility of plus 2) with Ivanhoe. This resulted in 359 dwellings in Somerford.    

Question and Answer session 

The Congleton Link Road was debated and the proposed routes, of which Cheshire East and Councillor M Jones had 

emphatically stated was not definitive at this stage just a proposal. One resident found it difficult to understand the 

differing routes.  

The funding of £70mn to build the road was questioned. It had been indicated that this would be from central government 

and not funded by developers.   

Presentation from Mr Paul Campbell from Richborough Borough Estates 

Mr P Campbell was representing a developer from Birmingham and had attended the meeting to speak to the Parish 

Council regarding a planning application due to be submitted in Somerford.  There was a local landowner Mr Davenport 

from Brereton was submitting a planning application on the piece of land along Chelford Road backing onto Blackfirs Lane.  

There was an intention to build between 150 and 200 houses including affordable homes on the site that was 

approximately 20 acres. ‘Richborough Estates’ were the developers acting on the land owners behalf and the end builder if 

approved would be Bovis homes. The application would be submitted between 6 and 13 weeks. 

Residents were unanimously strongly against this proposal. The public stated it was open green country side and should 

not be developed. People had made a conscious choice to live in Somerford to come away from Congleton town and 

estates at a premium cost and now there was one estate being built at Loachbrook Farm and now this proposal.  Residents 

spoke strongly against the development and many offered their support to the Parish Council to help fight it.  

Meeting closed at 9.50pm  

 

 

  

 

   

  

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

    


