
Notes from meeting on 16th August 2017 

Planning application 16/5156C Land off Blackfirs Lane and Chelford Road – 170 houses plus associated 

works   

25 Chelford Road, Somerford  @ 1.30pm followed by a site visit 

Present – Mr Andrew Taylor Planning Director of David Wilson Homes North West, Cllr G Bell , Cllr S 

Hughes, Cllr R Crookes , Cllr P Crompton and Mrs J Mason Clerk.  

The Chairman thanked Mr Taylor for attending and hoped they could create a good working relationship 

for the future. There were a few listed points the Parish Council wished to pursue;   

 The fence at the current access point to the site blocks the verge completely. The effect is those 
using the verge have to detour round the entrance, onto the road. There was a discussion in 
relation to the fact this was not a right of way but AT accepted he would ensure his Health & 
Safety Manager would visit site and access – Mr Ian Pillington to try and rectify ( on the site visit 
AT agreed that  improvements needed to be arranged ).  The second access point was also 
discussed.  

 The chippings from the felled trees/hedge which have been piled on the verge and against the 
hedge it was explained that they will kill the grass and possibly damage the hedgerow. AT 
agreed to remove (on site visit it was evident that nearby residents were also dumping garden  
waste)  

 Advertising hoardings were erected the previous week but now removed and about four flag 
poles. AT acknowledged this was a mistake and they would now be sited in the curtlidge of the 
site. Planning permission was not required but AT agreed he would pursue if the PC wished. The 
offer was declined.  It was noted there had been a complaint submitted from a resident on 
Chelford Road.  

 The future hedge maintenance was not clear. The VG application is set to be refused by the 
PROW committee in September that does not mean that the verge should become an extension 
of their site. AT was unsure if the hedge would be in the deeds to the houses or their 
maintenance team would cut it. It was agreed Cllr S Hughes would approach the previous farmer 
who maintained the hedge and ask if he would continue for DW homes until the completion of 
the site. Costs and agreement would go through the Clerk.  The grass verge was discussed it is 
unclear who actually owns the land but SPC would continue to cut in the interim period.   

 The Environmental Management Plan – SPC could not see this on the CE website and AT agreed 
to forward it to the Clerk as it was a condition of planning approval.  

 AT made the members aware of  “Open Space for your Place”. This is a community fund created 
by DW homes to contribute to the community where they were building.  

 The dust clouds by lorries were also discussed and the potential wetting of the site to prevent 
this happening.  

 They anticipated a selling rate of 30 houses per year and being on site for 6 years. The second 
phase may lead to reapplying for extra houses as the site was very open and could 
accommodate more houses.  There may be a possibility of applying for access on to Chelford 
Road although only pedestrian.  

 
Meeting closed at 3.15pm  



 


