
Notes from meeting on 8th December 2017 

Blackfirs Park in Somerford 

Planning application 16/5156C Land off Blackfirs Lane and Chelford Road – 170 houses plus associated 

works   

25 Chelford Road, Somerford @ 9.15am  

Present – Mr Andrew Taylor Planning Director of David Wilson Homes North West, Cllr G Bell, Cllr S 

Hughes, Cllr K Wainwright, Cllr P Crompton and Mrs J Mason Clerk.  

The follow up points and actions from the last meeting had been circulated – accepted by members.   

 Road signs to indicate the closure of Blackfirs Lane – the signs did not clearly explain the present 

situation of Blackfirs Lane being closed. The signs needed reviewing as some were in the wrong 

place e.g. it indicated Longdown Road was closed. The housekeeping of the site’s signs needed 

attention . Cllr S Hughes thought the signs could be better placed at the Chelford Road end to stop 

lorries cutting across the green.   

Agreed Actions- AT would instruct the site manager to move the signs and carrying out a site walk to 

remove old signs and broken ones.  

 

 Grass verges along Blackfirs Lane – there had been several complaints about the large lorries as 

when they were visiting/exiting the site they were damaging the verges of many residents homes. 

The works being carried out by the utilities companies was forcing them to travel over to one side of 

the road.  They were also over turning when entering the site.  It had been queried that the holes 

were not compliant with health and safety as they looked easily accessible. 

 KW suggested the entrances were tarmaced to avoid the mud being brought off site on the road.  

Agreed Actions – AT would write a letter to all residents on Blackfirs Lane explaining DWH would 

“make good”  the damaged grass verges. It was agreed this would not be an immediate action as it 

was the wrong time of year and there maybe be further damage. He understood it was not ideal 

situation but the utilities had to be connected and they had endeavored to not let the whole road be 

dug up. He assured the PC the works would be completed by the 22nd December and the road open. 

DWH would then break for two weeks for Christmas. It was noted the land was very wet and there 

was no highway drainage on the road.  

He made it very clear the utilities made sure they followed Health and Safety Regulations at all 

times.  

The roads were being swept every day although did not do the A534 end of Blackfirs Lane as it was 

narrow. He would try and find a solution to this.  

AT would check about tarmacing the entrances.  

 

 Utilities to the recently  approved housing development on the opposite side of Blackfirs Lane  



The PC was concerned that the current utility works would not have to be repeated for the other 

side of Blackfirs Lane. Anwyl and Storey Homes were the proposed purchasers and they enquired if 

this work would happen again next year.  

Agreed Actions – AT would enquire and report back.  

 

 Goodwin’s Pool lay by holding vehicles  

The situation had improved by the lorries entering the site before opening times to wait but there 

were lorries still waiting in the lay by and SH reported there was a close accident the day before.  

Agreed Actions – AT would ensure these vehicles entered the site and would not wait on the road.  

 

 Speed of traffic on Blackfirs Lane  

The road was not gritted and was a very poor road in the icy weather.  

Agreed Action report to the site manager to inform employees  

 

AT summarised that DWH were trying very hard to minimize the disruption and apologised for the 

upset in the community but this was the worse it was going to be as they brought in the utilities. 

After this stage the situation would improve and the show houses would get under way and the site 

frontage improved. 

He would ensure the soil movement date was communicated to the residents. 

 

The Parish Council thanked AT for attending and a meeting was agreed in the New Year.  

 

Meeting closed at 10.20 am  

 

 


