
SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 7th April 2014 at Davenport School Room. 

Present :   Councillor P Crompton, who chaired the meeting, Councillor S Broome,  Councillor K Wainwright, Councillor D 

Topping, Councillor S Hughes, Councillor G Bell, Councillor J Wray,  Cheshire East (arrived late 7.55pm) and the Clerk.  

16 members of the public attended. 

Apologies:  Councillor E Porter due to annual holidays.   

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed the public to the Annual meeting.   He introduced Mr Jay Ashall from 

‘Jay Ashall Associates’.  

The members of the public and the Council approved the minutes of the last Annual Parish Council Meeting on the 22nd 

April 2013. 

Councillor K Wainwright wished it to be noted she was not sure Bovis homes would be instructed by RE as it quoted in the 

minutes from 2013  

There were no matters arising. 

Chairman’s Report  

The Chairman thanked the public for attending and hoped everybody had received their Annual newsletter.  He wished to 

discuss several items since the last Annual Parish Meeting that he had reflected on and wished them to be recorded.  

 Loachbrook – development had begun last month and the housing development was well underway. It was a 
battle lost by the Parish Council.  

 Blackfirs triangle- after so much fight and effort it had been approved ’in principal’ at the SPB the previous week. 

 Somerford Parish Action Group  (SPRAG) – Such a wonderful team of people with great talents had come 
together to form SPRAG to fight development in the Parish, he wished to thank every member for all their hard 
work and commitment.    

 Village Green Application – it seemed this was the last hope of fighting the proposed housing development and 
he thanked Mr B Bell for all his contribution. He asked the public for financial support towards this case. It was to 
be noted if the PC banked the money from residents it would not be refundable. 

 Superfast broad band – he hoped Somerford would be implemented over the next twelve months.  

 Parish boundary – he would fight against Congleton taking over the majority of Somerford’s boundary line if the 
link road was passed.  

 Speed Display Unit – results were now collated and we would revisit the future of the usage at the Annual Parish 
Council meeting. 

 Somerford Booths – he supported in principal the theory of joining with this parish. 

 PCSO – Brereton had approached the Clerk about contributing financially to the cost of a PCSO to cover our area. 
The resident’s thoughts would be welcomed.  

 A54 – road was due to close for re surfacing in May.  DT would find out more from CE about informing the local 
business on Radnor Park especially in relation to HGV’s and access.  

 Parish Councillors and the Clerk – he wanted to thank all his team and the clerk for their help and support over 
the last twelve months.  
 

Bobby Bell then discussed the options available with the pursuance of the Village Green application. He felt there was hope 
with its success and it should be challenged at a Judicial Review level.  
Mr Gareth Jackson, 36 Blackfirs Lane, Somerford had some suggestions about preventing the development of the Blackfirs 
triangle.  
 
Accounts – any questions from the Parish newsletter. 
 
 
Jay Ashall Associates  
 
Mr Jay Ashall had attended to discuss the new planning policies due to the close approval of the new Local Plan for 
Cheshire East which will superseded the Congleton Borough Plan.  



Sustainabilty - a table was illustrated for development to be sustainable before approval. A member of the public said it 
was demonstrated that the Blackfirs triangle was not sustainable but it was still approved.  Examples and reasons were 
demonstrated. 
It was now possible to change existing agricultural buildings with a certificate of lawfulness and not planning approval e.g. 
a turkey farm on Cherry Lane had now been changed to 6 dwellings due to change in volume.  
Input from Community . The residents could have a greater influence on where they live: there had to be public 
consultations before every large application and the developers had to demonstrate listening to the community. 
Neighbourhood Plans carried a large influence if devised by the parish. The local core strategy could be led by the 
community and there was now an option of a community right to build order. Development was in the residents hands.  
Infill plots These were not as prevalent as they were in the previous local plan.   
Is the five year housing supply deliverable ? This was a discussed at length as it is the key to the local plan being deliverable 
and approved and to cease many applications being approved at appeal.  
Permitted development this was a difficult subject to keep up to date with as every week so far the rules had changed and 
different aspects allowed applications to be approved. It was not as clear as in the previous plan. 
 
Mr J Ashall was challenged by the public about how the recent planning application submitted by RE had been approved at 
the SPB, in principal, but met none of the criteria allowed to pass the application. It had been passed in an under hand 
manner as the community levy had been very biased towards the proposed new link road around Congleton. SPC had 
commented on the draft Local Plan, the site was not sustainable, the SSL6 site boundary had been changed without 
consultation and the over development of open countryside had been totally ignored by the members on the board.  
JA argued that the community now had to move on and use the clause of the’ community right to build’ and propose 
another option for developing the site.  
There was a slide shown with more development shown in and around Somerford including a local Primary school and 
Village green.  
 
The general feeling from the room was that CE did exactly what they considered right and the consultation period was not 
listened to and the planning system was flawed.  The SSL6 site had been manoeuvred to suit the planning approval on the 
day which left no confidence in the system.  
 
Mr J Ashall concluded his presentation with the loop holes with housing extensions and the Local Pan summary.  
 
 
 
Councillor K Wainwright had a proposal from Mr. N Hodgkinson from Green Farm, Chelford Road regarding the 
maintenance of the corner of Chelford Road/A54. He had some ideas of improving the area with planting, cutting the grass 
and stones. There would be no extra charge to the Parish Council. The Chairman wished it to be on the agenda for the next 
meeting.  
 
The Chairman thanked everybody for attending and the meeting closed at 8.50pm  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

    


