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CONGLETON LINK ROAD – PROGRESS UPDATE 

Progress September, October and November 2016 

The Compulsory Purchase Order and Side Roads Order were made by Cheshire East Council on 14 

October 2016. 

 Packs containing the relevant information were issued to affected parties on 17 October 2016. 

 Notices relating to the order were posted on site and published in the Congleton Chronicle and 

London Gazette on 20 October 2016. 

Information relating to the Orders has been available for inspection at Congleton Library and Council 

offices Westfields on Middlewich Road in Sandbach and will remain there until 5 December 2016. 

Exhibitions displaying the published material were held at Black Firs Primary School on the evening of 

Friday 11 and the morning of Saturday 12 November.  Approximately 160 people attended these. 

A minor non-material amendment was made to address an error in the planning application decision 

notice where the wrong drawing references were used.  The amendment was submitted on 28 

September 2016 and approved on 25 October 2016. 

We have continued to meet with landowners; in some cases this has included discussions on minor 

changes to the design and whether the Council could obtain land by agreement. 

Work has continued on developing the business case for the scheme for which we have been in 

regular contact with the Department for Transport which is the main funder of the scheme. 

Jacobs is continuing with economic assessments of the link road.  This will take account of the new 

anticipated year of opening (2020). 

On 7 November 2016, the Council’s Cabinet approved the procurement strategy for appointing a 

contractor to build the road.  This will be a Design and Build contract with tenders being invited in 

Spring 2017.  

We have continued to look at initial proposals for traffic calming measures for Padgbury Lane and on 

the A536 in Eaton, these are conditioned to be delivered prior to the opening of the road.  Public 

Consultation on potential measures will be undertaken in early 2018. 

We have carried out a detailed review of the timescales and work necessary to obtain the relevant 

European Protected Species Licences (EPSL). 

Planned work for December 2016 and January 2017. 

Work will continue on the traffic and economic assessments and the preparation of the business case. 

We will continue to meet landowners who are affected by the link road with a view to addressing their 

concerns and reaching agreement for purchasing land by agreement. 

We do not expect to reach agreement with all landowners, so we will plan for a Public Inquiry which 

we anticipate will take place in June 2017. 

We will start preparation of the tender documents; we anticipate being able publish these along with 

OJEU (Official Journal of the European Union) Contract Notice in April 2017. 

We will hold discussions with Natural England in order to start the processes necessary to obtain 
European Protected Species Licences.  To support this we will make arrangements for additional 
surveys of Great Crested Newts and Bats to be undertaken in 2017.  Surveys of Woodland Flora will 
also be arranged. 


