
Somerford Neighbourhood Plan update September 2017: From Sandy Kenyon 

 

The public consultation organised by CEC has just finished on Friday 22nd September.  This end date 

had been extended from the original date by 2 weeks following concerns raised by a resident that 

CEC had not correctly publicised the consultation period. 

CEC defended their position and insisted they had acted within the legal parameters required, 

however to try to address some of the concerns raised by the resident the NP committee in 

conjunction with the Parish Council, agreed to extend the consultation period.  Said resident is still 

not appeased and this situation may yet have further ramifications for our Plan. 

Whilst SPC were not required to advertise this consultation themselves, it was featured on both 

websites and a notice was put up on one of the notice boards.  Unfortunately, due to sickness, the 

notices for the 2 boards at Chelford Road and Blackfirs Lane were not put up.  CEC should have sent 

an email out to anyone registered for email updates advising them of this consultation period and 

this was only done last week, a few days before the end of the consultation period. 

As we expected, the comments that have been posted on the CEC website were primarily from 

planners with a vested interest in house building in Somerford.  These were on the whole the same 

comments that we had addressed at Regulation 14 and at this stage we stick to the responses given 

at that time.  The next step is for the Plan to be sent for external examination and there is 

information about the examiner attached for you to read up.  Mary was chosen due to the 

experience she already has in examining plans in rural areas and she will be representing our 

neighbours in Hulme Walfield and Somerford Booths who are facing the same issues as we are. 

Following her examination of the Plan it is highly likely there will be more proposed amendments to 

be considered and it is anticipated that we will be looking at holding our Referendum in December 

when residents will have the opportunity to vote (hopefully) in favour of adopting the Plan. 

This is very much a waiting game for the time being, as until we have the examiner’s report we do 

not know how much more work may be required to deliver the final version of the Plan.  The PC will 

be kept updated and we have to keep everything crossed that the consultation is not found to be 

unlawful by the examiner because if it is CEC will have to start it again which will delay everything 

probably into 2018! 

 

Sandy Kenyon 


